earl Harbor, Dee. 7, 1941, ‘a 


date which will live in infamy, 


cost the lives of more than 2,400 
Americans. But virtually forgotten is the 
memorial to the dead of the USS Utah, and 
the USS Arizona monument is being threat- 
ened by forces of nature. 
‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
reminds all Americans 


that national defense and 


vigilance are paramount. 


VFW Magazine Nonprofit Org. 
406 West 34th U.S. Postage 
Kansas City, Mo. 64111 PAID 

Address Correction requested 


St. Paul, MN 
Permit No. 356 


iia FEATURES 


VFW Sets Goals. Committee and 
National Council of Administra- 
tion meetings held. 


The Forgotten Memorial. Tom 
Straub, The USS Utah story, one 
of Pearl Harbor’s most famous. 


COMMAND POST 4 
MAIL CALL 6 
NOW HEAR THIS 8 
WASHINGTON WIRE 3 


lo Is 


Return of the Soldier. William R. 
Guelzow. A Bulge veteran tells of 24 
his surprising return to a Luxem- 
bourg village. Sema 


That Christmas in Japan, 1945 


William W. West. A veteran of the 
llth Airborne Division revisits 2 §) 
Japan, recalls Yuletide in the first 

eS 


year of occupation. 


REGULARS 


MEMBERSHIP 32 
GENERAL ORDERS 37 
CLAIMS ASSISTANCE 39 
REUNIONS 40 


December 1985 Vol. 73 No. 4 


Cover: Although 44 years have passed since the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, and 
Americans have not forgotten, the momument to the USS Utah dead is often overlooked, and 
the USS Arizona Memorial may be in trouble. (Cover photo by Tom Straub) 


2 


VFW: DECEMBER 1985 


VEZ 


Official publication of the 

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
OF THE UNITED STATES 
Published monthly except July 


VFW OBJECTIVES 

To Insure the national security through maximum 
military strength 

To speed the rehabilitation of the nation’s disabled and 
needy veterans 

To assist the widows and orphans and the dependents 
of disabled and needy veterans 

To promote Americanism through education in 
patriotism and constructive service to the communities 
in which we live 


STAFF 

Director of Publications and Public Relations 
Wade LaDue 

Director of Advertising and Managing Editor 
John L. Smith 

Editor 

James K, Anderson 

Associate Editor 

Warren C. Maus 

Art Director and Production 

Stephen L. Keetle 

Circulation Manager 

Robert B. Greene 


ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES 


PABCO 

OE. Alst St. 

New York, N.Y. 10017 
2) 661-6550 


and 

405 N. Wabash, Suite 2108 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
(312) 670-0050 


ADVERTISING POLICY 

Ifyou have a problem with a product you have 
purchased as the result of an advertisement in the VEW 
Magazine, please write the company you dealt with. If 
this proves unsatisfactory, write the VFW Magazine and 
include all the details about your order. The VFW 
Magazine takes pains to assure that the companies 
advertising on its pages offer a good value and their 
merchandise lives up to expectations. Every effort is 
always made to solve your problems, but piease 
remember that often they are caused by mail delays, 
computer error or understocking. 


Copyright, 1985, by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the 
United States 

Unsolicited manuscripts and photographs must be 
accompanied by return postage and no responsibility is 
assumed for safe handling, Poetry submissions not 
accepted. 


Postmaster: Forward Form 3575 to 
Circulation Dept., VFW Magazine 
Broadway at 34th St. 

Kansas City, MO. 64111 


NON-MEMBER SUBSCRIPTIONS 

USS. and its possesions, $4 per year, 40 cents per copy. 
For subscription in other countries, $10 per year. 
Payment of membership dues includes $2.25 for a year's 
subscription to VFW Magazine. VFW Magazine is 
available in microfilm. 

Write: 

University Microfilms 

300 N. Zeeb Ra. 

‘Ann Arbor, Mich. 48106 


VFW MAGAZINE 
EDITORIAL OFFICE 


‘Address all communications for publication to The 
Editor, VFW Magazine, Broadway at 34th St., Kansas 
City, MO 64111 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Forward address changes to: Circulation Department, 
VEW Magazine, Broadway at 34th St,, Kansas City, MO 
64111, Be sure to furnish your old address, also your 
Post number, when requesting change to new address, 
To insure accuracy, please clip and enclose your present 
address as it is stenciled on a recent copy of VFW 
Magazine. 


& 


MEMBER AUDIT BUREAU 
OF CIRCULATION 


{ISSN 0161-8598) 


By Commander-in-Chief 
John S. Staum 


NCE AGAIN THE VETERANS 

of Foreign Wars has played a 
major role in squelching an attempt 
to subject veterans to a stringent 
means test when seeking VA health 
care for non-service connected dis- 
abilities. 

Armed with a priority goal bearing 
my personal stamp of approval op- 
posing this Reagan Administration- 
backed means test, the VFW Wash- 
ington Office staff was able to work 
in concert with members of the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
to defeat this sorry scheme by work- 
ing for a viable and compassionate 
alternative. 

This alternative to the Admini- 
stration’s stingy $15,000 means test, 
introduced in the form of legislation 
by Reps. G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery 
and John Paul Hammerschmidt, has 
been passed by the House Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee. It is now pending 
before the House of Representatives 
as part of the Omnibus Budget Re- 
conciliation Act of 1985. 

I wish to emphasize that this alter- 
native plan would not only spare 
veterans seeking non-service con- 
nected health care from being sub- 
jected to an absolutely intolerable 
means test but should also go a long 
way toward correcting another re- 
lated problem. 

At present, a veteran seeking non- 
service connected medical care must 
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Means Test for VA Health Care 


sign a statement that he is unable to 
pay for this care, and then he may 
receive it only if there is an available 
bed. This haphazard approach is 
now resulting in somewhere between 
20,000 to 30,000 veterans being turn- 
ed away by the VA each and every 
month. Proper implementation of 
the Montgomery-Hammerschmidt 
alternative should ensure that no 
eligible veteran is ever again denied 
VA health care. 

This alternative provides revised 
eligibility criteria for VA health care 
for all veterans seeking VA medical 
care. Further, VA medical care would 
be changed from a benefit to an 
entitlement program which would 
serve to guarantee its future funding. 
Here’s a brief outline of how the plan 
would work: 

The revised eligibility criteria 
would provide married veterans who 
have incomes below $25,000 or 
$19,000, if single, with VA non-service 
connected health care without 
charge. These income thresholds also 
would be increased yearly at the 
same rate as VA pension. Veterans 
with incomes exceeding these levels, 
provided beds are available, would 
be asked to make only one copay- 
ment to cover a full year of medical 
care. That copayment would be com- 
parable to the one required by Med- 
icare, estimated now at $476 for 
1986. 

All service connected veterans, 
former prisoners of war, those ex- 
posed to herbicides or radiation, 
World War I veterans and veterans 
receiving VA pensions would be pro- 
vided with health care at no charge. 
The Senate Veterans’ Affairs Com- 
mittee has advanced a similar pro- 
posal, but the inpatient copayment 
would be required every 60 days of 
care instead of annually as in the 
House version. Differences in the 
two versions will have to be worked 


out in conference. 

The VFW has historically held that 
any veteran with wartime service in 
need of medical care should be furn- 
ished that care by the Veterans 
Administration without charge. With 
such a large number of veterans 
already being turned away, however, 
and the implementation of the Ad- 
ministration’s means test threaten- 
ing, we supported the House pro- 
posal since it will best serve the most 
veterans. 

If the Veterans’ Affairs Commit- 
tee’s alternative fails to become law, 
the Administration will advance leg- 
islation to deny VA medical care to 
veterans with non-service connected 
disabilities if they have an annual 
income of $15,000. The Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee will then have to 
save $300 million in 1986 by picking 
and choosing from the following to 
be eliminated: dependency allow- 
ance for service connected veterans 
rated 30% and 40% for a saving of 
$160 million; payment of educational 
assistance allowance between school 
terms for a saving of $84 million; 
plot allowance for veterans not bur- 
ied in a national cemetery for a 
saving of $44.1 million; beneficiary 
travel except for service connected 
veterans, pensioners and emergen- 
cies for a saving of $29 million; 
limitation of over-the-counter med- 
icine and drugs to veterans who are 
service connected or in receipt of 
pension for a saving of $12 million. 

As your Commander-in-Chief and 
to ascertain that the highest quality 
medical care is provided to the larg- 
est number of veterans, I have writ- 
ten to every member of the House of 
Representatives and Senate urging 
adoption of the Montgomery-Ham- 
merschmidt alternative. 

Here is the text of my letter: 

“The Veterans Administration is 
presently turning away 25,000 vet- 
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erans a month in need of health care 
and dumping them on the faltering 
Medicare and impoverished Medi- 
caid systems. The Administration 
plans to callously exacerbate this 
shameful situation by imposing a 
stringent $15,000 annual family in- 
come means test for veterans seeking 
care for non-service disabilities re- 
gardless of age. 

“A realistic and compassionate 
alternative to this insensitive ap- 
proach has been introduced by the 
Honorable G.V. (Sonny) Montgomery 
and the Honorable John Paul Ham- 
merschmidt, passed by the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee and ordered re- 
ported. This honorable resolution of 
an escalating problem would esta- 
blish thresholds of $25,000 for a 
veteran with one dependent and 
$19,000 for a veteran alone. Veterans 
exceeding either threshold could, 
where VA beds are available, receive 
needed care by making a copayment 
equal to that under Medicare, esti- 
mated at $476 for inpatient care in 
fiscal year 1986. 

“The Veterans of Foreign Wars has 
historically opposed charging war 
veterans for health care, but being 
realistic and responsible in resolving 
a problem that is due to worsen 
before it improves, we support the 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee's alter- 
native. On behalf of our two million 
members and all veterans, I urge 
you to adopt the Montgomery- 
Hammerschmidt alternative which 
will continue to provide health care 
with dignity for our war veterans in 
need.” 

This is landmark legislation, and if 
signed into law, it would be a great 
victory for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and all veterans. 


Upcoming in January’s Command 


Post: The POW/MIA Issue 


| 
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Veterans take 10% off! 


Introducing 
the lowe 


st-priced 


cruises! 


2nd person in any room, only $999 
on ‘new Cunard Princess. 


In 10 or 11 days, sail from the Carib- 
bean to the Mexican Riviera through 
the Panama Canal aboard Cunard 
Princess, smashingly shipshape after 
a multimillion-dollar refit. 

Enjoy enchanting days at sea 
and explore Acapulco, Balboa, 
Montego Bay, Grand Cayman and 
Cozumel. Eleven-day cruises also 
visit Costa Rica’s newest cruise-ship 
port, Puerto Caldera. Sail from Fort 
Lauderdale or Acapulco and enjoy 
the convenience of a weekend 
departure or arrival. 


Lowest prices, free 
roundtrip airfare. 
Ten-day Panama Canal cruises begin 
at $1,999; 11-day cruises, at $2,199. 

Second person in any room pays 
only $999 (10 days) or $1,099 (11 
days). Veterans and their families 
deduct 10 percent; free roundtrip 
airfare included from selected 
gateways. 


‘New’ Cunard Princess 

dazzles active vacationers. 
Enjoy the terraced pool, open-air 
cafe, deck sports, air-conditioned 
gym, Jacuzzi® Whirlpool Baths, excit- 
ing Indoor/Outdoor Center. Visit the 
disco, piano bar, nightclub and the 
dazzling new casino. 


10 days 
from 
Acapulco: 


11 days 
from Ft. 
Lauderdale: 
danuary 4, 25 
February 15 
March 8, 29 


January 15 
February 5, 26 
March 19 


For reservations and informa- 
tion, call Mr. Les Kertes toll-free: 
800-645-2120. In New York, call col- 
lect: (516) 466-0335. 


Rates per person, double occupancy, subject to 
availability, dependent on departure date and city; 
second-person rate also dependent on departure 
date. Cunard Princess is registered in the Bahamas. 


Les Kertes, Hartford Holidays, 
Box 462, 277 Northern Boulevard, 
Great Neck, NY 11022. 


Rush me details on the special 10% 
discount for Veterans and their fam- 
ilies aboard “new” Cunard Princess. 


NAME 


ADDRESS ‘APT. NO. 


city STATE zip 
£37335 


AREA CODE, DAYTIME PHONE 
ee © 1985 CUNARD 


CUNARD 


QUEEN ELIZABETH 2* SAGAFJORD + VISTAFJORD 
CUNARD PRINCESS * CUNARD COUNTESS 
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Endorses Staum’s View 

As a 100% service-connected Viet- 
nam veteran, ex-U.S. Army captain, 
I wholeheartedly endorse and sup- 
port all of our present Commander- 
in-Chief John S. Staum’s comments 
in the October 1985 VFW Magazine. 
The responsibility for the attempts 
to cut the budget of the Veterans 
Administration, veterans’ benefits, 
surviving spouse and dependents’ 
benefits should be shared by four 
groups: the U.S. Senate, U.S. House 
of Representatives, the media, (both 
television and print) and last but 
not least, an apathetic American 
populace.—Theodore L. Cady, P.O. 
Box 219, Cherokee, Kans. 66724. 


Sincere congratulations to Com- 
mander-in-Chief John S. Staum’s 
“Reach for New Horizons” (October). 
It certainly hit the point. I admire 
his way of thinking as an American 
should.—Basil A. Cozanites, 87 
Lamport Road, Upper Darby, Pa. 
19082. 


Thanks to Commander-in-Chief 
John S.Staum for his article, “Reach 
for New Horizons” (October). What 
he wrote is long overdue. Draft- 
dodgers, dope addicts and non- 
workers (bums) have it better today 
than our veterans. I believe the VFW 
should support a person for political 
office who is going to do the best job 
for United States of America and 
not forget the veterans who gave up 
a lot to keep us free. Leave Social 
Security alone for the people worked 
for it.— William Kozel, 0-19 Fairway 
Apt., Blackwood, N.J. 08012. 


Mr. Veteran, Think Jobs 

In “Mr. Employer, Think Veteran” 
(September), William Jayne, execu- 
tive director of the Committee for 
Employer Support of Veteran Em- 
ployment, outlines four steps aimed 
at the employer: support CESVE, 
public education of veterans by the 
employers; development of a spirit 
of commitment to veteran employ- 
ment; and hire a veteran. 


Let’s put the horse before the cart. 
Employers do know of veteran cap- 
abilities. Employers by the thousands 
have been active in previous pro- 
grams, many getting minimal results. 
The acronyms are well known: Pro- 
ject Transition, Jobs for Veterans, 
CETA, HIRE and JTPA. As of this 
date, we are not making any more 
veterans of war-time vintage with 
handicaps, just newly discharged 
kids or retirees on pensions. 

Let’s call the needed project, “Mr. 
Veteran, Think Employment.” As 
Jayne mentioned, a local veterans 
employment representative (LVER) 
is in each job service office in the 
country, aided by specialists under 
the Disabled Veteran Outreach Pro- 
gram (DVOPs), to provide employ- 
ment service of all kinds to veterans, 
especially those with service-con- 
nected disabilities. 

These LVERs and DVOPs are deal- 
ing with veterans every day, know 
the labor market in their respective 
areas and are aware of the major 
problems of the veterans who seek 
work. The first problem, and the 
reason the job service office affords 
counselors, is that defense training 
for the most part is not compatible 
with civilian skill requirements. The 
veteran must acknowledge he needs 
training, be willing to sacrifice earn- 
ing dollars and time to get it and not 
expect immediate placement in 
high-paying positions. I know they 
are impatient, but don’t blame the 
employers for that. 

Our experience shows that vet- 
erans now in the job market need to 
admit their lack of assets. That is 
step number one. Step two is deter- 
mination of which aptitudes exist 
through testing and counseling, in 
terms of occupational demands in 
their environment. Step three is a 
determination of the training facili- 
ties and curricula available to meet 
step two and, ifnot available, provide 
monies to create. Step four is edu- 
cation of the veterans through media 
and personal contact to take advan- 
tage of the programs to make them 
an asset for the private sector and 


that they must have “sticktoitive- 
ness” in their chosen field. 

When this “Mr. Veteran, Think 
Employment” becomes a reality, Mr. 
Employer will have already hired 
these veterans because they are 
trained, because they are in their 
chosen field and are, importantly, 
proud to be working veterans.— 
Ralph Wicklund, LVER, St. Peters- 
burg Local Office, Job Service of 
Florida, 525 Mirror Lake Drive, 
Rm. 200, St. Petersburg, Fla. 33701. 


Raps Administration 

President Reagan’s inaction on 
shoe quotas makes clear the futility 
of giving this administration powers 
it has no intention of using, let 
Congress act, or take the responsi- 
bility for continued inaction, again 
the responsibility stops at Capitol 
Hill. In the meantime our veterans, 
the country and the employer are 
the losers.—Danny Wambolt, Legis- 
lative Officer, VFW Post 1788, Rock- 
land, Mass. 


Letters Ineffective 

I enjoyed reading Commander-in- 
Chief's article in the October issue 
and agree with him 100%. Perhaps 
we should turn back a few pages in 
history and start calling those who 
deplore our anti-Communist stance 
“slackers” or some other appropriate 
name. Have tried Commander 
Staum’s suggestion of writing to my 
Representative and Senators on oc- 
casion. You get back a polite form 
letter thanking you for your letter 
and stating that the matter (never 
expressed in detail, could be any 
matter) is under consideration. 
Might I suggest that instead of letters 
we have detailed petitions in each 
Post for the various subjects under 
consideration. Would be more con- 
venient and probably a lot more 
effective.—Gerald C. Hollis, 73318 
Cr. 388, South Haven, Mich. 49090. 
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Dr. Menendez Dies 

Services for Dr. Joseph C. Menen- 
dez, who served as VFW Command- 
er-in-Chief from 1940 to 1941, were 
held Oct. 30 at the Jacob-Schoen 
and Son Funeral Home in New Or- 
leans, with interment in Lakelawn 
Mausoleum. 
Dr. Menendez died Oct. 28 at the 
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Ochsner Foundation Hospital after 
a long illness. He was 91. 

With his death, only two World 
War I Past Commanders-in-Chief 
survive. They are James E. Van Zandt 
and Robert T. Merrill. 

Dr. Menendez, the first Command- 
er-in-Chief to be elected from Louis- 
iana, had served also on the National 
level as Surgeon General before mov- 
ing through the chairs. 

When he was elected at the 41st 
National Convention (then called 
Encampment), World War II had 
been going on for a year, and the 
VFW was especially concerned with 
strengthening United States defens- 
es and advocated compulsory mili- 
tary training and higher pay for 
service personnel and opposed in- 
volvement in the war and a war 
referendum. 

Dr. Menendez laid the foundation 
for increasing VFW membership by 
establishing a Membership Depart- 
ment within the VFW National Head- 
quarters “for asteady and consistent 
growth during the years to come.” 

A native of New Orleans, Dr. 
Menendez as a boy was interested in 
pursuing a medical career. He work- 
ed in a drugstore, becoming a regis- 
tered pharmacist, and then entered 
Tulane University medical school. 
He joined the Army Medical Corps 
with a first lieutenant’s commission 
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shortly after the U.S. entered World 
War I. He went overseas to Italy with 
the 102nd Base Hospital, organized 
in New Orleans. He received several 
decorations from the Italian gov- 
ernment and a gold belt buckle from 
those he served with in the 102nd. 

He was a member of the surgical 
staffs of Presbyterian Hospital, Hotel 
Dieu, Flint-Goodridge Hospital, Mer- 
cy Hospital and Truro Infirmary, all 
in New Orleans. 

He was one of the organizers of 
what became Mercy Hospital in order 
that the Sisters of Mercy could be 
established in New Orleans. He was 
a founding member of the Louisiana 
Surgical Association and the Louis- 
iana Academy of General Practice. 
He also taught in the Loyola Univer- 
sity Post-Graduate School of Med- 
icine, was house physician of the 
Roosevelt Hotel, worked closely as a 
consultant on claims with insurance 
companies and was the physician 
for the Standard Fruit and Steam- 
ship Co. 

Despite professional demands 
made upon him, Dr. Menendez never 
lost his interest in the VFW, begun in 
1932 when he first joined the organ- 
ization, and took an active part in its 
deliberations. Most recently, in 1983, 
he chaired the 84th National Con- 
vention medical committee and serv- 
ed as a member of the 84th’s board 
of directors. At the 84th National 
Convention, he was honored for hav- 
ing chaired the medical committees 
of the 1935, 1967, 1972, 1979 and 
1983 National Conventions. 

Survivors include his wife, Marie, 
three daughters, a stepdaughter, 
stepson, 19 grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren. 


Insurance Hoax 

False information of unknown ori- 
gin is again spurring thousands of 
World War II veterans across the 
nation to contact the VA for payment 
of a special life insurance dividend 
to which they are no longer entitled. 

According to Rep. G.V. (Sonny) 


Montgomery, chairman of the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, the 
VA in 1950 paid almost $3 billion in 
special dividends to approximately 
16 million former servicemen who 
carried GI insurance during World 
War II. The law states that all claims 
for this or any other dividend de- 
clared prior to Jan. 1, 1952, must 
have been filed within six years after 
the date of declaration. 

Montgomery noted that the VA 
makes dividend payments only to 
those veterans who are current 
policyholders. The dividends are paid 
on an annual basis without appli- 
cation from the veteran. 

“This dividend hoax resurfaces 
periodically causing great strain on 
our VA offices and personnel,” said 
Montgomery. “I hope we can put this 
false rumor to rest once and for all.” 


Seals Being Mailed 

A large portion of the National 
Home’s financial support is derived 
from its annual Seals campaign. Pac- 
kets are sent to each VFW and 
Auxiliary member with an appeal 
from the Commander-in-Chief and 
the National President for all to 
support this worthwhile project. 

This year’s campaign has a dif- 
ferent look, says Dr. Ted Wilson, 
National Home executive director. 

“To commemorate our Diamond 
Anniversary, this year’s Seal is a 
special one. The packet also will 
contain a personalized Certificate of 
Commendation along with the tra- 
ditional supply of Seals. Various lev- 
els of giving will be recognized with 
gifts such as a patch for $20, a pin 
for $60 — and more. These items will 
be available for this year only and 
are certain to become collectors’ 
items in years to come. 

“National Home Seals are asymbol 
of veterans helping veterans, of the 
love and care given to deserving 
children for 60 years. Use them well, 
and be proud you are supporting 
this important part of-America’s 
future.” 


8 VFW: DECEMBER 1985 


WASHINGTON WIRE 


LEGISLATIVE 


New Government Check: Uncle Sam has decided 
that 40 years of service is enough for the old U.S. 
government check. Soon a new multicolored paper 
check will replace the old green punched-card check 
that has become a familiar part of American life. The 
new paper check resembles the old check in size 
only. It ranges in color from light blue to pale peach, 
with the letters “USA” creating a pale pattern in the 
background. A full-length reproduction of the Statue 
of Liberty appears on the left and a muted closeup of 
the statue’s head and torch is shown on the right. 
The paper check also is more difficult to alter or 
counterfeit. It has more than a dozen security fea- 
tures, three times as many as the old check. They are 
present in the ink, paper and design. 

National conversion to the paper check is sched- 
uled to begin Dec. 3, 1985, with Social Security 
payments to approximately 20 million beneficiaries. 
Some Americans received the paper check in early 
1985 during a pilot program launched from the 
Financial Management Service’s Philadelphia finan- 
cial center. 

Beginning in February, the Internal Revenue 
Service will issue nearly 80 million tax refunds on 
the new check. On April 1, 1986, check conversion 
will begin for nearly one million persons receiving 
Civil Service Retirement payments, more than two 
million receiving Supplemental Security Income 
benefits and some four million receiving railroad 
retirement and veterans compensation and pension 
benefits. April 1, 1986, also will be the check con- 
version date for nearly two million federal employees 
and vendors. 

* * * 


Military Medical Malpractice: If you are in 
military service, you would be able to sue military 
doctors for malpractice under HR 3174, passed by 
the House under suspension of the rules. It has been 
sent to the Senate Judiciary Committee. HR 3174, 
supported by VFW testimony, has 84 cosponsors. It 
would add a new section to the Federal Tort Claims 
Act to enable Armed Forces members to sue, but the 
claim must arise out of medical or dental care 
received by the military member in a “fixed medical 
facility operated by the U.S. government.” 


ey 


Mileage Deduction: IRS has announced its 


VETSGRAM 


standard rate for cars used for charitable activities 
in 1985 willbe 12 cents a mile—up from 1984’s nine 
cents. Business use will be 21 cents, an increase of 
1.5 cents. 


woke OK 


Recent Testimony: VFW commended VA em- 
ployees who make Board of Veterans Appeals work- 
able when organization’s representative appeared 
before the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee Sub- 
committee on Compensation, Pension and Insurance. 
VFW discussed PL 98-223, which increased board 
from 50 to65 members. This has reduced to 411 days 
time board has ruled on an appeal. VFW considers 
this still much too long. But is an improvement over 
499 days in 1983. Quality of decisions, VFW believes, 
is better too, though improved operation has not 
resulted in a higher allowance rate than FY 1985’s 
13.4%. Before HVAC Subcommittee on Hospitals and 
Health Care, VFW recommended social workers, 
psychologists and pharmacists be exempt from the 
2% pay cut in GS 11-15 pay grades. VFW also 
recommended continued support and expansion of 
outplace programs for VA treatment of mental ill- 
ness. Before a Senate Subcommittee on Energy and 
Natural Resources, VFW added its support, in line 
with current resolutions, for a Korean War Memorial 
and one to honor women who served in Armed 
Forces. 


VA Appropriation: Senate has passed a VA 
1986 fiscal year budget of nearly $26 billion, but this 
is $514.6 million less than House recommended. 
Greatest differences between the two versions were 
the $200 million for readjustment benefits and the 
$206 million for medical care. The nearly $35 million 
variation between House and Senate for construction 
of major projects was third highest. In all 13 in- 
stances, House wanted more in VA budget. 


Me Be 


COLAs: Civil Service and Armed Forces retirees, 
except ones in their first year of retirement, and 
Social Security beneficiaries will find their January 
checks 3.1% fatter. The cost-of-living adjustment 
went into effect this month. 


a: ake a 


VFW: DECEMBER 1985 9 


NEWS AFFECTING YOU 


SERVICE 


Maryland Gets Vets’ Cemetery Grants: 
Through the VA’s cemetery grants program, the 
Maryland Crownsville Veterans Cemetery has re- 
ceived $252,466 in VA matching funds to assist in 
development of 212 acres for an additional 10,220 
gravesites. This money is in addition to a previous 
grant for site development and construction of an 
administration building and chapel. Crownsville is 
one of five state veterans’ cemeteries in Maryland. 


* Ok a 


Job Training Bxtended: The VA is notifying 
more than 800,000 eligible veterans that they have 
until July 1, 1986, to begin an approved job training 
program under the Emergency Veterans’ Job Train- 
ing Act (EVJTA). Congress extended the deadline by 
which an eligible veteran must enter a training 
program from Sept. 1, 1985, to July 1, 1986, in an 
attempt to assist veterans who were issued EVJTA 
Certificates of Eligibility, but could not be placed in 
an approved program of job training prior to the 
original expiration date. Program pays employers 
directly to hire and train certain long-term unem- 
ployed Vietnam Era and Korean War veterans. It 
funds 50% of the veteran’s starting hourly wages up 
to $10,000 to provide a maximum of 15 months of 
training for certain veterans with service-connected 
disabilities, and up to nine months for other par- 
ticipants. 


ee OS 


VA Acts on Accounts: VA has begun referring 
delinquent accounts to credit reporting agencies, VA 
Administrator Harry N. Walters announced. Walters 
said action will make delinquent debts a part of 
veteran’s credit, record and should add considerably 
to VA’s collection efforts. “No one likes to have a bad 
credit rating,” Walters said. “We hope this move will 
give veterans who are delinquent the incentive to 
clear up outstanding debts.” Legislation provides 
authority for the VA Administrator to collect debts 
owed U.S. as a result of VA operations and benefit 
programs. Government-wide efforts to collect delin- 
quent debts call for use of tax refund offsets by IRS. 
VA is implementing a two-year plan to use tax refund 
offsets as an integral part of its debt-collection 
program. Other VA debt-collection efforts: assessing 
debtors with interest and administrative costs; liti- 
gation by agency attorneys of small (under $1,200) 
debts, and offsetting debts from salaries of federally 
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employed debtors. Bulk of debt owed VA is through 
overpayment of educational benefits. Other major 
categories involve VA’s compensation and pension 
program and defaults in the home loan guaranty 
program. 


eye ck 


Conference on Long-term & Acute Care: VA 
and American Health Planning Association will co- 
sponsor a national conference on long-term and 
acute care, Dec. 15-18, 1985, in Baltimore. Meeting 
will explore ways to resolve statutory, regulatory 
and programmatic barriers to quality, cost-effective 
care. Sessions will be held on current program 
eligibility requirements and legislative and regula- 
tory developments. Health experts will analyze future 
trends. 


ae 


SECURITY 


DoD Reorganization: Sens. Goldwater and 
Nunn are using recent Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee report to mount their own campaign to 
overhaul the Armed Forces. Both have been on a 
round of speeches, but neither has endorsed report. 
Clearly, they see it as lever to force changes. Report 
says one of Pentagon’s major problems stems from 
too much power in the separate services. Result? 
Huge, poorly organized military bureaucracy over- 
emphasizes buying for future rather than readiness 
for today. Twelve recommendations, report authors 
say, are of major concern, though 91 are listed. 
Among the 12: abolishment of Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
establishment of a joint military council to advise 
President, Defense Secretary, National Security Coun- 
cil and offer alternatives instead of single plan or 
proposal; and council chairman would be SecDef's 
principal adviser on operational matters, but would 
not be part of chain of command from President 
through SecDef to heads of unified commands. Report 
recommends most sweeping changes since service 
unification in 1947. In preparing report, authors did 
not consider views of anyone currently working in 
Pentagon, though House and Senate committees 
asked each unified commander, service secretary 
and chiefand JCS chairman for their views. Report's 
thrust seems to be criticism of military advice given 
political authorities. ; 


oe tk 


ETWEEN NOV. 27 AND DEC. 9, 

1950, at least 120,000 Com- 
munist Chinese were pitted against 
the 15,000 in the 1st Marine Division 
and elements of the Army’s 7th 
Infantry Division as the Reds closed 
in on both sides of the Chosin reser- 
voir in 30 below temperatures near 
the North Korean border with Manu- 
churia with orders to annihilate the 
Americans. 

In the fighting, the Chinese sus- 
tained an estimated 37,500 casual- 
ties, 25,000 of them killed and 12,500 
wounded, The battle concluded on 
Dec. 9 when elements of a relief 
column of the Army’s 3rd Division 
met the vanguard of the Marines 
outside the Hungnam perimeter. Be- 
tween Dec. 5 and 15, more than 
105,000 South Korean and U.S. 
troops were evacuated. 

In April, 1983, an organizaiton of 
veterans of these engagements was 
formed with a goal of gaining an 
accounting of the 8,177 Americans 
missing in action during the Korean 
War and the 389 American prisoners 
they claim are “presumed alive” but 
never returned after the July 27, 
1953, armistice. 

Numbering approximately 1,400 
veterans, they have taken the name 
the Chosin Few to commemorate 
the battles of November-December, 
1950. 

Thomas Gregory, of Jacksonville, 
Fla., the organization’s MIA chair- 
man, writes that members of the 
Chosin Few would volunteer to re- 
turn to the Chosin reservoir to join a 
U.S, team to search for the missing 
or to serve as the team. 

In a recent letter to the group’s 
president, Frank Kerr, of Hull, Mass., 
a member of Post 1787, C.L. Chun, 
editor of a Korean-language news- 
paper in Toronto, Ont., said that 
North Korean officials might be re- 
ceptive to such an American search 
if the suggestion came from some 
official U.S. source, but North Korea 
and the U.S. do not have diplomatic 
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The Korean War’s Missing 


relations. 

In arecent letter to Sen. William S. 
Cohen (Maine) and forwarded to 
Kerr, the Department of Defense 
said neither the Department of De- 
fense nor State ever has received 
information that any of the 389 men 
may be alive and held prisoner by 
the Soviet Union, China or North 
Korea. 

The Defense spokesman wrote that 
at the end of hostilities in Korea, the 
Communist side failed to give a 
satisfactory accounting for 944 U.S. 
servicemen who the U.S. believed 
might at one time have been alive 
and in the hands of Communist 
forces. Largely through the efforts 
of US. Graves Registration, infor- 
mation from returned prisoners and 
other friendly sources, the number 
was reduced to 450 and finally to 
389, 

“In the absence of any evidence 
that any of these men might be alive, 
the Department of Defense entered 
a presumptive finding of death for 
each of them,” the spokesman said. 
“Let me emphasize that although a 
presumptive finding of death was 
entered, the U.S. government is con- 
tinuing to seek the fullest possible 
accounting for these men and the 
return of any recoverable remains 
of Americans who failed to return 
from Korea. 

“We are continuing to press our 
cause at the meetings of the Military 
Armistice Commission in Panmun- 


jom, Korea, and have sought infor- 


mation through all other available 
channels, including the Central Trac- 
ing Agency of the International Red 
Cross, the latter effort without result. 

“Despite the lack of progress in 
accounting for these 389 men, we 
will continue to seek the good will of 
all parties to resolve this human- 
itarian matter properly. We have 
experienced a similar disdain for an 
accounting of our Vietnam War mis- 
sing on the part of the Indochina 
governments.” a 
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MUST LIQUIDATE 


AT BELOW DEALER COST! 


8-pc. Knife Set 


First Quality! 
Famous 
Patented BioCurve™ Design! 


Set includes: 3%” parer/vent boner, 5” boner 
utility, 7'4” header/slicer, 6” curved boner/utility, 
7'4" narrow trimmer/fillet, 14” meat slicer, 12” 
steak knife, 10” narrow steak knife. 


Famous Chicago Cutlery improved 1985 knives 
with a new taper-ground cutting edge. This al- 
lows us to liquidate the perfectly fine "1984" 
flat-ground edge BioCurve™ knives at BELOW 
dealer cost! 


The blades are high-carbon stainless steel, 
carefully hand-ground to a keen, razor-sharp 
edge. And, they're very easily resharpened 
with a sharpening steel! 


Handles are strong polypropylene, solid 
molded. They are heat and cold resistant, and 
have been approved by the National Sanitation 
Foundation for use in restaurants and other 
food service facilities! Also, BioCurve™ handles 
have a special 19° curve that naturally fits the 
hand, and allows MUCH EASIER cutting with less 


strain on hand and arm! 
Mfr. List $1 19.95 
Liquidation $ 4 se 
Price Now Only 

Item H-823-64001-21 Ship, hand: $6.00 


Price subject to change after 60 days. 
Sales outside continental U.S. are subject to 
special conditions. Please call or write to inquire 


Credit card aces a can order au ah 


24 hours a day, amos 
(acnercar) 


7 days a week 
'1-800- 328. 0609 


c.0. irect Marketing Corp. Item H-823 
14605 28th Ave. N./Minneapolis, MN 55441-3397 
Send___Knife set(s) Item H-823-64001-21 at $49 each 
plus $6.00 each for shipping and handling. (Minnesota 
residents add 6% sales tax. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
Sorry, no C.0.D. orders.) 


j My check or money order is enclosed. (No delays in pro- 
cessing orders paid by check, thanks to TeleCheck 


Charge: (i MasterCard® (] VISA 

Acct. No. Exp. 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Name 

Address 

City 

State 
Phone 


Sign here 


Direct Marketing 
C.0.M. B. Corporation 
Authorized Liquidator 
14605 28th Ave. N. @ Mpls., MN 55441-3397 


During his recent trip to Washington for VFW committee meeting, Commander-in-Chief John S. Staum 
presented President Ronald Reagan with copies of resolutions adopted by the 86th National Convention, met 
with Secretary of State George Shultz after extensive briefings on Latin America, arms control and terrorism, 
and he was briefed on POW/MIA issues, the Soviet threat, East Asia, Pacific region and inter-American affairs 
following a meeting with Secretary of Defense Caspar Weinberger. 


VFW legislative and national se- 
curity goals were established and 
program activity plans completed in 
a series of meetings in Washington 
and Kansas City in late September. 

The National Council of Admini- 
stration followed the committees in 
Kansas City with its meeting on Oct. 


Council! 

National Council of Administration, seated: John M. Packard, Domenick Volpe, Past Commander-in-Chief 
Billy Ray Cameron, Quartermaster Gen. Herbert Irwin, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock, Commander-in- 
Chief John S. Staum, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab, Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, 
Judge Advocate Gen. Joseph Riley, National Chaplain Warren Braun, Chief of Staff George Cramer and 
Inspector Gen. Robert Eliason. Standing, Bruno Betro, Raymond N. Stotler, Melvin Pagé, S.H. Parsons, Russel D. 
Truax, Merle R. Cushatt, Claude Jack Ragan, Raymond C. Mullin, Irving M. Spencer, Joseph F. Martin, George 
Van Allen, Dwight Tanner, Jr., and Jack Williams. 


Council I 
National Council of Administration, seated: C.W. Buchanan, Albert J. Konan, Past Commander-in-Chief 
Billy Ray Cameron, Quartermaster Gen. Herbert Irwin, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock, Commander-in- 
Chief John S. Staum, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab, Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, 
Judge Advocate Gen. Joseph Riley, National Chaplain Warren Braun, Chief of Staff George Cramer and 
Inspector Gen. Robert Eliason. Standing, Richard M. Dawson, Robert H. Mares, Lester W. Davis, William Procter, 
A.J. Heggestad, Lawrence J. Krugman, Joe DeCosta, Elmer L. Matheke and Harold L. Lind. 


5 to approve the annual budget and 
to dispose of any business as the 
supreme VFW governing body be- 
tween National Conventions. 

During the Kansas City committee 
meetings, Commander-in-Chief John 
S. Staum emphasized the import- 
ance of increased program activity 
to membership growth. 

He said the more work the VFW 
does on the local level, the more 
good it accomplishes and attracts 
eligible veterans who are eager to be 
associated with an organization de- 
voted to community betterment, 
youth welfare, patriotic activities 
and the like. 

Supporting his arguments were 
Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Nor- 
man G. Staab and Jr. Vice Com- 
manderin-Chief Ear] Stock. 

Committees meeting in Kansas 
City were Youth Activities, Voice of 
Democracy, Safety, Community Act- 
ivities, Americanism and Buddy 
Poppy. Those attending were com- 
mittee chairmen, vice chairmen from 
each of the conferences and the 
Ladies Auxiliary director of each 
program. 

VFW program directors met with 
the committee to explain any chang- 
es planned for the 1985-86 admini- 
strative year and to complete plans 
for another year of increased activity 
on all levels of the organization. 

Before the National Council of 
Administration meeting, Staum dis- 
cussed his visit to Washington for 
committee meetings there and to 
present President Reagan with re- 
solutions adopted by the 86th Na- 
tional Convention. 

He also met with Secretary of 
State George Shultz and Secretary 
of Defense Caspar Weinberger. After- 
ward, he received briefings on a 
wide range of national security pro- 
blems, including arms control, ter- 
rorism and Latin America. 

At a dinner Oct. 4 before the 
National Council of Administration 
meeting, Staum said he was able to 
meet President Reagan and Secre- 
taries Shultz and Weinberger be- 
cause the influence the VFW wields 
in Washington is due to its more 
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than two million membership. 

He added that to increase its mem- 
bership, and therefore its influence, 
it is necessary for VFW members to 
work together to assure the 31st 
year of continuous growth and to 
exceed last year’s total. 

Staab urged that Council members 
encourage Commanders in their 
Council districts to instill in their 
members pride in the VFW and stress 
the importance of the role the organ- 
ization plays in the formation of 
government security and veterans’ 
policies. 

Stock recalled the lean years of 
the organization in the early 1950s, 
when the VFW Memorial Building 
was completed in Washington, con- 
trasting that period with the VFW’s. 
present sound financial footing. 

At its meeting, the National Coun- 
cil of Administration approved a 
more than $18 million budget for 
the VFW'’s 1985-86 administrative 
year. 

Staum announced the resignation 
of Past Commander-in-Chief Robert 
E. Hansen as chairman of the Budget 
and Finance Committee and the 
appointment of Past Commander- 
in-Chief Ted C. Connell to chair it. 

Inother action, the National Coun- 
cil of Administration voted at 
Staum’s request to support the Mont- 
gomery-Hammerschmidt Bill that 
would, as an alternative to the Rea- 
gan Administration’s proposed 
means-test for VA hospital care for 
non-service connected veterans, esta- 
blish a $25,000 threshold for a vet- 
eran with one dependent and 
$19,000 for a veteran alone. (See 
Command Post on Page 4.) 

Staum explained that a single 
payment of $476 would be the max- 
imum any veteran would make dur- 
ing a 12-month period. 

Committee Chairman G.V. (Sonny) 
Montgomery proposed this alter- 
native at the 86th National Conven- 
tion “to enhance the veterans’ health 
care program. . .and hopefully put 
an end to the Office of Management 
and Budget nickel and diming the 
VA to death each year.” 

Supreme Commander E.E. Call- 


away, of the Military Order of the 
Cootie, pledging the support of his 
organization to the fulfillment of 
VFW goals and recruitment of 90,000 
members, said: 

“We will work hand in glove with 
you,” he said. “ 

Quartermaster Gen. Herbert Irwin 
told the National Council of Admini- 
stration that financially “everything 
is in good order” for the VFW. 


1985-86 
Security Goals 


National Defense: The VFW supports 
a national defense that provides 
fully for our security requirements 
at home and abroad. We continue to 
urge a comprehensive moderniza- 
tion and research program for our 
conventional, chemical and strategic 
forces. Our conventional Army, Navy 
and Air Forces must be expanded to 
keep pace with an ever-increasing 
range of threats. In particular, the 
offensive and defensive chemical 
posture of our forces must be im- 
proved with new protective equip- 
ment and new and safer munitions. 
The modernization of our strategic 
arsenal must continue with deploy- 
ment of the MX Peacekeeper missile 
while proceeding with development 
of the Midgetman small missile sys- 
tem. We maintain our support for 
production of the Trident subma- 
rine, the B1-B bomber and for such 
weapons system testing as is re- 
quired to complete the moderni- 
zation of our strategic arsenal. 

Intrusion of Communism:With re- 
spect to the critical situation in 
Central America, the VFW urges 
bipartisan support for a foreign pol- 
icy which is firm in dealing with the 
intrusion of Communist influence 
sit throughout the Western Hemi- 
sphere. This Communist intrusion 
undermines the growth of democ- 
racy in the region and threatens the 
security of the entire hemisphere. 
We urge the Administration and 
Congress to support a resolute for- 
eign policy that will force the retreat 


of Communism from the region and 
to provide the aid and assistance 
the democratic countries and move- 
ments of the region need to deal 
with both their critical domestic 
problems and the revolutionary in- 
trusion of Communism. Recognizing 
the client state role that Communist 
Cuba plays for the Soviet Union as 
an instigator and supplier for Marx- 
ist revolutionaries in the region, we 
call upon the President and Congress 
to keep the economic and- diplo- 
matic pressure on Cuba and to main- 
tain close surveillance of Cuban 
activities. 

Strategic Defense Initiative: The 
VFW supports the current program 
of research in strategic defense 
which offers the possibility of pro- 
tecting the United States and our 
allies from ballistic missile attacks. 
Such a program, we believe, is essen- 
tial to maintain our lead in certain 
space-related technologies and to 
prevent a Soviet breakthrough in 
anti-missile defenses. In conjunction 
with the ongoing technological re- 
search program, the VFW urges that 
companion studies be conducted 
into the modernizaiton needs of our 
almost non-existent air defenses to 
protect against the bomber and 
cruise missile threat and the under- 
funded and totally ignored Civil De- 
fense needs of our country and its 
citizens. We also recognize the de- 
ployment of a strategic defense sys- 
tem may have a radical effect on our 
national defense policy and our mili- 
tary strategy. Therefore, we urge 
study of the implications of a shift in 
our policy and strategy from deter- 
rence to defense. 

Foreign Intelligence Activity: Evi- 
dence that there is a full scale offen- 
sive directed against our internal 
security by Communist intelligence 
services continues to mount. The 
espionage penetration of the military 
services, the CIA and the FBI and 
the loss of both our technological 
secrets and weapons substantiates 
the poor condition of America’s in- 
ternal security. With the assistance 
of these hostile intelligence services, 
the international network of terror- 
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ists may be able to exploit our weak- 
nesses to bring violence directly to 
American society. The VFW fully 
supports the efforts of the dedi- 
cated men and women of the CIA 
and FBI but urges the Administra- 
tion and Congress to conduct a 
thorough review of hostile intelli- 
gence activities to combat this threat. 
We further believe persons convicted 
of espionage against the United 
States should be given the maximum 
punishment and support legislation 
restoring the death penalty for such 
a crime which endangers all of us. 
Since the United States and its citi- 
zens and servicemen have increas- 
ingly become the target of terrorist 
actions, the VFW urges support for 
the President in dealing with terror- 
ist actions and restraint by the news 
media in covering such incidents. 
We further urge legislation to deal 
sharply with those countries who do 
not provide adequate security at 
airports for both planes and pas- 
sengers. 

POW/MIA’s in Southeast Asia: The 
unresolved status of our Prisoners 
of War and Missing in Action in 
Southeast Asia remains a high prior 
ity goal of the VFW. We support the 
latest government efforts to resolve 
the status of those still missing and 
urge all those concerned to unite in 


‘| Eliason. 


Americanism Committee, seated, left to right: Vice Chairmen Louis Reale, 
Eastern Conference; Dino Costantini, Big Ten; Robert Smith, Western Conference, 
and Edwin Shuman, Southern Conference; Ladies Auxiliary Director Faye Lee, 
VFW Director Raymond Price and Chairman Albert McMullin. In background, 
standing, Chief of Staff George Cramer, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock, 
Commander-in-Chief John S. Staum, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Norman G. 
Staab, Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr., and Inspector Gen. Robert 


support of these efforts. We expect 
the government to use its full re- 
sources at maximum capacity to 
provide the fullest possible account- 
ing of our POW/MIAs at the earliest 
opportunity. We urge the govern- 
ment to bring maximum economic 
and diplomatic pressure, while the 
VFW continues its public awareness 
pressure, on those countries of South- 
east Asia who fail to recognize the 


National Security Committee, front row: Executive 
Director Cooper T. Holt, VFW Washington Office; 
Chairman Ray Gallagher; Sr. Vice Commander-in- 
Chief Norman Staab; Commander-in-Chief John 
Staum; Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock; and 
Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. Back row: 
Director Ken Steadman; Vice Chairmen Ray Soden; 
Billy Ray Cameron; and Robert Wallace; Executive 
Director AA Leo Andrew; and PA Director Ron Duchin. 


firm resolve of the U.S. government 
and the VFW in this humanitarian 
issue. We further urge all those con- 
cerned for our POW/ MIAs to display 
ared ribbon on their behalf and as a 
reminder of our determination to 
keep this issue a non-negotiable mat- 
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ter of American honor. 

Armed Services: In recognizing that 
the military profession is a calling 
not a job, the VFW remains fully 
committed to enhancing such service 
to the nation. We oppose any changes 
to the current military retirement 
system and to the apportionment of 
retired pay. The VFW pledges its 
support to the National Guard and 
Reserves and encourages employers 
to support the men and women who 
serve in these vital components of 
the Total Force. Where needed to 
insure that Reserve health care spe- 
cialists are available in event of a 
national emergency, we support 
enactment of incentive legislation to 
provide for the retention of such 
professionals. 

Arms Control Agreements: We note 
that three public reports have dis- 
closed repeated Soviet violations of 
existing arms control agreements 
under which the Soviet Union can 
gain and hold a substantial military 
advantage over the United States. 
While the VFW sustains its support 
for mutual, balanced and verifiable 
reductions in nuclear weapons, we 
strongly urge the President to insist 
on Soviet compliance with existing 
agreements or that he take com- 
pensating measures to eliminate any 
Soviet military advantage. We fur- 


Buddy Poppy Committee, seated, left to right: Victor Hinze, chairman, with 
Vice Chairmen Dominic Romano, Robert Jordan, Glen Gardner, John Uram, Bill 
Radigan, Jim Kimery, Ladies Auxiliary Director Norma Ogle and VFW Director 
John Senk. Standing in the background are Inspector Gen. Robert Eliason, Jr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock, Commander-in-Chief John S. Staum, Sr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab, Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, 
dr., and Chief of Staff George Cramer. 


ther urge establishment of a joint 
commission to review Soviet non- 
compliance and our verification pro- 
cedures and to report these findings 
periodically to the American public. 
The VFW also notes that U.S. tech- 
nology diverted to the manufacture 
of Soviet military equipment sustains 
their military buildup and enables 
them to add quality to their drive for 
superiority. We urge the U.S. govern- 
ment to develop and implement a 
coordinated program to stop the 
flow of U.S. technology to all Com- 
munist countries. 

Waste and Fraud in Defense Con- 
tracting: While the VFW’s support 
for a strong national defense has 
been both constant and determined, 
we believe the waste and fraud found 
in defense contracting over the past 
year to be inexcusable. The VFW 
fully expects a “dollar’s worth of 
defense for every dollar spent on 
defense.” We call upon the Secretary 
of Defense to prosecute vigorously 
those contractors and former De- 
fense Department officials against 
whom credible evidence of wrong- 
doing is uncovered. We further urge 
Congress to adopt multi-year bud- 
geting and other reforms to ensure 
elimination of such wasteful prac- 
tices. 

Erosion of Alliances: The VFW calls 


Jr., and Chief of Staff George Cramer. 


Community Activities Committee, seated, left to right: Ladies Auxiliary 
Director Bernice Hanson; VFW Director Raymond Price and Chairman Donald 
Esposito with Vice Chairmen Alva Nash, Southern Conference; Kenneth Nelson, 
Big Ten Conference; Arthur Burress, Western Conference, and Joe Gumo, Eastern 
Conference. Standing in background are Inspector Gen. Robert Eliason, Jr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock, Commander-in-Chief John S. Staum, Sr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab, Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, 


attention to a major problem con- 
cerning the erosion of our alliances. 
Specific action by certain govern- 
ments who are treaty allies with the 
United States has strained the al- 
liance and could lead to a of the Free 
World’s will and means to resist. We 
urge efforts to isolate those countries 
whose actions are harmful to al- 
liance cohesiveness and weakening 
call upon all alliance members to 
work together to overcome any mili- 
tary weaknesses caused by the ero- 
sion of these alliances. The VFW will 
continue to exert maximum influ- 
ence to increase the conventional 
capability of NATO to resist both 
intimidation or aggression. 

Pacific Allies: The VFW is concerned 
about the condition of our Pacific 
allies. Because of the political crisis 
in the Philippines, we urge the U.S. 
government to develop as a matter 
of priority a policy which will insure 
this country remains a free, stable 
and supportive ally. We urge the U.S. 
to increase its support for the Re- 
public of Korea to include prevention 
of and punishment for those involved 
in smuggling western military tech- 
nology to North Korea. With respect 
to our longstanding relationship with 
the Republic of China on Taiwan, we 
urge reestablishment of formal rela- 
tions with that country and caution 


in our dealings with both Red China 
and the Soviet Union. We also sup- 
port the Republic of China’s pur- 
chase of military equipment, such as 
modern aircraft and missiles to en- 
hance its self-defense capability. 


National Legislative Committee, front row: Exec- 
utive Director Cooper T. Holt, VFW Washington Office: 
Chairman Al Loehr; Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief 
Norman Staab; Commander-in-Chief John Staum; Jr 
Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock; and Adjutant 
Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. Back row: Director 
Don Schwab; Vice Chairmen George McCracken and 
Paul Wampler, Jr.; Auxiliary Director Nellie Wall; Vice 
Chairman Tom Schuster; Special Assistant Dennis 
Cullinan; Vice Chairman Frank Rice; and Assistant 
Director Jim Magill 


1985-86 
Legislative Goals 


VA Budget: We urge the Congress of 
the United States to fund adequately 
the Veterans Administration to main- 
tain the basic integrity of its hospital 
and medical care system, the com- 
pensation, Dependency and Indem- 


Safety Committee, seated, left to right: Dean Kruger, chairman, with Vice 
Chairmen Tavio Angelo and Arnold Theobald; Ladies Auxiliary Director Elizabeth 
Colson and Vice Chairmen Ronald Green and Glenn Phillips and VFW Director Joe 
Ross. Standing in the background are Chief of Staff George Cramer, Jr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock, Commander-in-Chief John S. Staum, Sr. Vice 
Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab, Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, 
Jr., and Inspector Gen. Robert Eliason. 
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nity Compensation (DIC) and pen- 
sion programs to include appropri- 
ate cost-of-living increases. 
Maintain VA’s Integrity: We ada- 
mantly oppose the dismantly of the 
Veterans Administration and its en- 
titlement programs as originally pro- 
posed by the President’s Private Sec- 
tor Survey on Cost Control and over 
the years in varying degrees by the 
National Tax-Limitation Committee, 
the Heritage Foundation and the 
National Academy of Sciences, a- 
mong others. 
VA Regional Offices: It is imperative 
that at least one regional office be 
maintained in each state, which has 
the capability of administering in- 
dividual claim files and sufficient 
professional staff to adjudicate 
claims. 
Aging Veterans: Since veterans over 
65 will increase from today’s three 
million to an estimated nine million 
within 15 years, we set as a priority 
the providing of the necessary fund- 
ing and staffing to provide a compre- 
hensive geriatric and extended 
health care program. 
Non-Service Connected Health Care: 
We adamantly oppose the imple- 
mentation of the Administration’s 
proposed extremely stringent 
$15,000 means test as the sole cri- 
terion for the Veterans Administra- 


National Civil Service and Employment Com- 
mittee, front row: Executive Director Cooper T. Holt, 
VFW Washington Office; ChairmanR.D. Smith, Jr.; Sr. 
Vice Commander-in-Chief Norman Staab; Command- 
er-in-Chief John Staum; Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief 
Earl Stock; and Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander 
Clute, Jr. Back row: Inspector Gen. Robert Eliason; 
Vice Chairman John Zuba; Director Fred Juarbe; Vice 
Chairmen James Gates; Jerry Williams; and Monte 
Hansen; Chief of Staff George Cramer; and Bob Jones, 
special assistant for employment, Washington Office. 


tion to furnish medical care for 
most non-service connected disabil- 
ities regardless of age. 

Cabinet Level for VA Administrator: 
We strongly support the Veterans 
Administration’s upgrading to Exec- 
utive Department status, and desig- 
nation of the Administrator of Vet- 
erans Affairs as a member of the 
President’s Cabinet. 

Requirement for Federal Jobs: We 
support introduction and passage 
of legislation to require, without 
further stipulation, that anyone re- 
quired under law to have registered 
with the Selective Service System 
who has failed to so register be 


ineligible for employment in any 
executive agency. 

Veterans’ Preference: We firmly op- 
pose any attempt to erode or elim- 
inate veterans’ preference. We strong- 
ly urge all private employers and 
public sector agencies to abide by 
and enforce veterans’ preference. 
We are opposed further to all efforts 
to reduce veterans’ employment 
opportunities and benefits. 

Job Training Partnership Act: We 
support legislative proposals to pro- 
vide for the preferential provision of 
services to veterans in all programs 
authorized by JTPA. We actively sup- 
port an increase in the the total 
amount appropriated to veterans’ 
employment programs and urge the 
appointment of a qualified member 
of the VFW to the State Job Training 
Coordinating Council and Private 
Industry Council. 

Employment Service: The Veterans 
of Foreign Wars recognizes that the 
provision of veterans employment 
services are indisputably affiliated 
with the United States Employment 
Service. We strenuously oppose any 
and all attempts to weaken or de- 
stroy this vital service. We object to 
any cuts in program funding or staff 
that will have an adverse impact 
upon the provision of employment 
services to veterans. 


Voice of Democracy Committee, seated, left to right: Ed Sewell, vice 
chairman, Western Conference; Jack Mclsaac, vice chairman, Eastern Confer- 
ence; VFW Director Larry LeFebvre; Ladies Auxiliary Director Joan Harris; Glen 
Rohr, chairman; Wayne Andersen, vice chairman, Big Ten Conference and Bill 
Jolin, vice chairman, Southern Conference. Standing in background, Inspector 
Gen. Robert Eliason, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Earl Stock, Commander-in- 
Chief John S. Staum, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Norman G. Staab; Adjutant 
Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr., and Chief of Staff George Cramer. 


Youth Activities Committtee, seated, left to right: John Etsinger, chairman, 
and Vice Chairmen Darrel Miller, Big Ten; Robert Lyons, Southern Conference; 
Donald Nikkel, Western Conference; and Michael Ryan, Eastern Conference, with 
VFW Director Larry LeFebvre and Ladies Auxiliary Director Joan Harris. Standing 
in background are Inspector Gen. Robert Eliason, Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief 
Earl Stock, Commander-in-Chief John S. Staum, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chiet 
Norman G. Staab, Adjutant Gen. Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr., and Chief of Staff 
George Cramer. 
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USS UTAH: 


he USS Arizona, the most famous warship in 


American history, is known for the 
tragic loss of over 1,100 men, for the 
unwarranted circumstances in 
which they died and for the beauty 
and serenity in which their sacrifice 
is memorialized. 

The USS Utah, honored belatedly 
30 years after her loss, is seldom 
remembered or visited, and when 
seen, her barren starkness brings 
back memories only of tragic death. 

One is a warship destroyed spec- 
tacularly in full view of the survivors 
of the Pearl Harbor attack. The other 


.. THE FORGOTTEN MEMORIAL 


as, 
Once the 
dreadnought 
USS Utah 
could evoke fear 


the 


eyes of her 


enemies 
Now her 
remains 
are ra 


except the 
sailors 
stationed on 


Ford Island 


is anon-combatant target ship that 
was attacked by mistake and hidden 
from view while it rolled over as if 
the needless loss of life was somehow 
more shameful than the attack itself. 

Just four years after the Japanese 
fleet had inflicted a stunning defeat 
upon the Russian navy by way of a 
surprise attack, the Utah was com- 
missioned on Aug. 31, 1911, as battle- 
ship No. 31. Mary Alice Spry, daugh- 
ter of Utah's Gov. William Spry, chris- 
tened her with the traditional bottle 
of champagne at the New York Ship- 
building Co. yard in Camden, N.J. 

Following her acceptance by the 
U.S. Navy, the Florida-class battle- 
wagon served uneventfully until 
America’s entry into World War I. 
Although she did not see any enemy 
action, she served with the battle- 
ships Oklahoma and Nevada as con- 
voy protection at the eastern term- 
inus of the convoy routes. After the 
“War to End All Wars” came to a 
close, she spent her peacetime years 
as did most of America’s warships 
as aseagoing ambassador, carrier of 
dignitaries and an influential backer 
of our foreign policy sent abroad to 
show the Flag. 

Because of the tonnage restric- 
tions imposed by the 1922 Washing- 
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ton Naval Treaty, her days were 
numbered and she was decommis- 
sioned in.1931. Recommissioned on 
April Fool’s Day, 1932, she became 
the AG-16 target ship. All her pri- 
mary and secondary armament had 
been removed. Only machine guns 
and anti-aircraft batteries were left 
so she could double as a seaborne 
gunnery school. Heavy 6 x 12 wooden 
timbers helped to bolster her armor 
against the non-explosive shells she 
would endure. Arriving at Pearl 
Harbor on Aug. 1, 1940, she con- 
tinued her career as a target for 


surface ships and aircraft. 

On the morning of Dec. 7, 1941, 
she was moored at berth F-11 onthe 
northwest side of Ford Island. This 
was the same location normally 
occupied by the aircraft carrier 
Enterprise when in port. Although 


During World War I, the proud battleship 
USS Utah decked outin camouflage paint 
and triangular baffles to confuse enemy 
rangefinders. Inset, almost two decades 
after her sinking, the derelict Utah rests 
capsized alongside Ford Island, Pearl 
Harbor. 


the Japanese pilots had been cau- 
tioned about her, some evidently 
forgot their lessons on ship recogni- 
tion and in their over-eagerness, 
mistook her for a carrier. Her size 
was approximately the same as that 
of acarrier; her location was correct, 
and perhaps the wooden timbers 
somehow resembled a carrier’s wood- 
en deck in the morning sun. What- 
ever the cause, it was enough to seal 
her doom. Despite being a part-time 
gunnery classroom, the Utah was 
unable to defend herself that morn- 
ing. All her guns were either covered 


by steel housing or dismantled and 
stowed. She had spent the previous 
nine weeks as a bombing target. 
Two groups of eight Nakajima 
B5N2 Kate torpedo-bombers were 
committed against the hoped-for 
carriers and other lucrative targets 
their pilots expected to find on the 
northwest side of Ford Island. In- 
stead, the Utah was the largest ship 
in sight. At least two and probably 
three torpedoes from the Kates 
struck the Utah at the very onset of 
the attack. The Japanese torpedoes 
carried more explosive power than 
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overhead. 


20 VFW: DECEMBER 1985 


American torpedoes did and caused 
extensive damage against an aging 
frame that was unable to maintain 
proper watertightness. 

Atimely but not premature aban- 
don ship order saved most of the 
Utah’s sailors from a watery death. 
But as the men scrambled up onto 
the deck of the listing ex-battle- 
wagon, the huge timbers shifted and 
caused numerous casualties. Men 
risked their own lives to help their 
injured and wounded shipmates to 
safety. Chief Watertender Peter 
Tomich was later awarded the Medal 
of Honor posthumously for staying 
at his post in asuccessful attempt to 
prevent the Utah’s boilers from blow- 
ing up. At the cost of his own life, he 
saved the lives of possibly hundreds 
from the explosion which would 
have resulted. 


he ship rolled over 20 minutes after the 


attack started and while the first 
wave of attackers were still over- 
head. The survivors swam the short 
distance to the Ford Island shore, 
but many returned immediately. 
They were attracted by hammering 
from the overturned hull. Strafing 
Zero fighters hampered rescue at- 
tempts, but the work continued as 
rescuers disregarded personal safe- 
ty. Only one survivor was laboriously 
pulled from the overturned carcass, 
but 58 other sailors were never seen 
again. 


Her glory days behind her as an enforcer 
of American foreign policy on the high 
seas, the Utah was refitted in 1931 as a 
target ship. In August 1941, she was 
rearmed and repainted at Puget Sound 
Naval Yard for World War Il service. 
Inset, the Utah memorial on Ford Island. 


When the attack was over and 
men were able to turn their efforts 
to reassemble the broken Pacific 
Fleet, priority was given to essential 
warships, especially the ones that 
had been sunk, Although the berth 
was needed, the Utah was left until 
other more necessary ships were re- 
floated. When the Utah’s turn finally 
came, she was rolled over to about 
68 degrees before it became evident 
that further efforts would be costly 
in terms of men and materiel. The 
war effort, unfortunately, was mak- 
ing severe demands on both. The 
decision was finally made reluctantly 
to let the underwater tomb remain 
just that, a final resting place forthe 
58 sailors who went down with her. 
The Utah has since settled on the 
bottom and now rests in a position 
approximately 38 degrees from the 
vertical. 

Many years later, after the battle- 
ship Arizona was recognized in her 
role as the memorial to all Pearl 
Harbor victims, the Utah was re- 
membered, and steps were taken to 
acknowledge the underwater grave 


of the Medal of Honor hero and his 
57 shipmates. On May 27, 1972, 
Memorial Day, Utah’s Sen. Frank 
Moss dedicated a memorial to the 
men whoserved and died in the USS 
Utah. The memorial on Ford Island 
contains the dedicatory plaque com- 
memorating the sacrifice of the men 
who laid down their lives 44 years 
ago and such ashort distance away. 

Since the day of its dedication, the 
Utah Memorial has been seen by few 
visitors except relatives of the dead 
crew and occasional active duty 
personnel. Tour boats from Hono- 
lulu’s Kewalo Basin are the only 
means the average American tourist 
has to see the rusting ribs and rotting 
timbers of the ancient warrior, but 
the plaque and the memorial remain 
inaccessible on the island the boats 
may not visit. Ford Island is still a 
part of the huge U.S. Naval complex, 
and its only link with the shore is by 
way of a Navy ferry. 

Veterans or others interested in 
paying their respects to the fallen 
men of the Utah may visit Ford 
Island and the memorial with only a 
little prior coordination with the 
Navy. Arrangements may be made 
through the Naval Station Ford 
Island Representative. He will pro- 
vide the necessary arrangements to 
cross via the naval ferry and give 
directions to the memorial. Privately 
owned automobiles or rental cars 


may be used. A shuttle bus that 
circles Ford Island will provide the 
means to visit the Utah. Because the 
responsibilities of the men on Ford 
Island do not include providing fre- 
quent escorts for visitors, groups 
are desired. The Navy, however, will 
accomodate individuals when this is 
possible. 

The National Park Service esti- 
mates that 1.5 million visitors will 
see the Arizona Memorial this year. 
Only a handful will see the Utah 


Memorial. Those who take the time 
will see the Utah remains what she 
was on that bright December morn- 
ing: an unthreatening target ship, 
the victim of mistaken identity, the 
watery grave of 58 American sailors. 

At any other time, at any other 
place, the loss of 58 American fight- 
ing men probably would be cause for 
continuing remembrance, but the 
Utah will always be eclipsed by the 
Arizona and continue as a forgotten 
memorial of the Pearl Harbor attack. @ 


Infamy’s Harvest 
ot only does a memorial pay 
tribute to the lost on the USS 
Utah, but the Navy recently opened 
a 12-story high-rise barracks for 
enlisted men and women at Pearl 
Harbor called USS Utah Hall. 

The new facility, with a view of 
Honolulu and Diamond Head crater, 
houses 259 enlisted men and women 
in 105 rooms, with solar energy as 
the primary source for heating water. 

As USS Utah Hall, the new facility 
honors the former battleship con- 
verted into a target ship that was 
one of the Navy's vessel’s lost during 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Dec. 7, 1941. 

The USS Utah Memorial, built ata 
cost of $141,000, is a 40-foot by 15- 
foot cement platform connected to 
Ford Island by a 70-foot walkway. 

Each morning a Navy color guard 
raises the Flag from the memorial 
deck and lowers it each evening in 
memory of the men who lost their 
lives on the Utah. 

The memorial is a mile from the 
USS Arizona Memorial, which pays 
tribute to all Americans killed at 
Pearl Harbor. 

The Utah was docked on the north- 
west shore of Ford Island next to 
the cruisers Raleigh and Detroit to 
the northeast and the seaplane ten- 
der Tangier to the southwest of her. 
Although the,Utah was sunk, the 
Detroit and Tangier were unscathed, 
but the Raleigh was damaged. 

In 1944, the Navy partly righted 
the Utah and moved her closer to 
Ford Island, but plans to cut her up 
or to tow her out to be sunk were 
abandoned. 

The Japanese pilots who sank the 
Utah at about 8 o'clock on that 
December morning are thought to 


have confused her with a carrier. As 
the ship was listing, the attacking 
planes strafed sailors as they scram- 
bled over the side. Some may have 
been killed by tumbling timbers on 
the deck. 

The Utah's engineering officer, Lt. 
Cdr. S.S. Isquith, was almost trapped 
below when he made a final check 
for any who might be left, but he was 
taken later to Ford Island. He re- 
turned to investigate tappings on 
the hull, audible despite the noise of 
explosions and firing of guns. Capt. 
R. Bentham Simons, of the Raleigh, 
sent Carpenter R.C. Tellin with an 
acetylene torch to help Isquith. Mean- 
while, Simons’s guns never stopped 
firing and may have shot down five 
Japanese planes. Isquith and three 
enlisted men, with more equipment 
from the Raleigh and Tangier, found 
the noise was coming from the 
dynamo room. In an hour, they had 
cut an 18-inch hole and managed to 
rescue Fireman John Vaessen who 
had kept the power on the Utah 
until it was too late to escape. 

One who never left the Utah was 
Chief Watertender Peter Tomich, a 
48-year-old native of Austria, who 
was awarded the Medal of Honor. 
Although the ship was capsizing, 
Tomich stayed at his post in the 
engineering plant to make sure all 
boilers were secured and fireroom 
personnel had left their stations. By 
this time it was too late for him and 
he lost his own life. 

Aboard the USS Oklahoma, the 
other battleship sunk along with the 
Arizona during the attack, rescuers 
cut through to 32 crewmen, the last 
one some 36 hours after the ship 
rolled over. r 
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ne ational Park Service scientists are attempt- 


ing to learn why one side of the hull 
of USS Arizona is corroding more 
rapidly than the other. 

The Arizona, now one of the most 
symbolic reminders of the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941, isa memorial to the more than 
2,400 Americans killed and missing 
and 1,178 wounded in the attack 
and the final resting place of the 
1,177 lost aboard the ship. 

To indicate that the battle cry, 


ARIZONA CONDITION UNDER STUDY 


ee FB 
After 44 


years 
submerged in 
Pearl Harbor, 
the USS 
Arizona is 
beginning 
to show 
signs of 


deterioration. 


“Remember Pear] Harbor,” that ener- 
gized Americans during World War 
II has not been forgotten, more than 
1.5 million visit the shrine at Pearl 
Harbor every year. 

University of Hawaii scientists 
from the Cooperating Park Study 
Unit will devote two years to the 
investigation of the deterioration of 
portions of the starboard side of the 
hull. Visitors board the port side of 
the memorial structure straddling 
the ship. 

The condition was discovered dur- 
ing 1983 and 1984 when huge plates 
from the steel armor belt around 
the hull were discovered to have 
fallen into the mud, while the steel 
in other areas is separating like a 
layer cake. 

“We want to know why this heavy 
corrosion is occurring at some loca- 
tions and not at others,” Gary Cum- 
mins, former superintendent of the 
Arizona Memorial, said. “We are now 
planning to begin a study of all 
factors affecting the condition of 
the hull, including marine organisms, 
water salinity, light and temper- 
atures. We hope to be able to isolate 
certain variables that seem to accele- 
rate corrosion in certain areas of 
the ship. 
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“We are also looking carefully at 
the possibility of cathodic protection 
in which electric anodes would be 
attached to the ship and a low 
voltage current passed through the 
hull to reverse the process of elec- 
trolysis which can cause deteriora- 
tion of the ship’s metal surfaces,” 
Cummins said. 

Cathodic protection is already 
provided on the steel ships of the 
Park Service National Maritime Mu- 
seum at San Francisco. 

Cummins said the underwater sur- 
vey was reassuring in finding that 
the condition of the hull “in general 
was fairly stable.” 

The survey was conducted by the 
Submerged Cultural Resources Unit 
of the National Park Service and 
Navy divers from Mobile Salvage 
Unit 1 and Explosive Ordnance Dis- 
posal Team 1, assisted by donations 
from the non-profit USS Arizona 
Memorial Association. 

Dan Lenihan, director ofthe under- 
water search, said the divers were 
hampered by visibility limited to 
seven feet in the murky water. They 
had to take measurements and make 
sketches of small segments of the 
hull. These drawings were pieced 
together by the unit’s scientific illu- 
strator, Jerry L. Livingston, into 
drawings of the 608-foot warship. 


“The scale drawings,” Cummins 
said, “will form the basis of a contract 
with askilled ship modelmaker who 
will begin construction of a scale 
replica of the valiant battleship’s 
hull.” 

The model will be placed on public 
display at the USS Arizona Memorial 
to enable visitors to visualize the 
ship hidden in 38 feet of water. 

This will enable park rangers to 
speak with greater knowledge and 
authority when they explain the 
causes of the Arizona’s rapid sinking 
and the appalling destruction wreak- 
ed upon her during the Pearl Harbor 
attack, Cummins said. 

In areport of the Arizona's condi- 
tion, Roger E. Kelly, regional arche- 
ologist for the National Park Service, 
said a search of the ship’s port hull 
failed to disclose evidence of torpedo 
damage, but an entry hole may be 
obscured by silt and damaged plates. 

A growth of marine organisms 
has virtually covered the ship, he 
said. They may protect the fabric of 
the vessel from salt water corrosion. 

Kelly found battle damage “ex- 
tremely severe,” especially just aft of 
the bow where the hull is cracked 
from the gunwale down on the port 
side and up two-thirds of the way to 
the gunwale on the starboard side. 
The deck is almost completely blown 


away, with a large armored portion 
peeled back toward the port and 
jutting over the side. Deck’s remain- 
der is littered with debris. 

Number 1 gun turret is still intact. 
Its 14-inch tubes point forward and 
are slightly depressed. Number 2 
has been opened from the top, tubes 
removed, Number 3’s mount pro- 
trudes above the water, while a 
large hole appears toward the stern 
where the Number 4 gun position 
was. 

A large hole on the stern’s star- 
board side is a result of salvage 
operations, probably removal of the 
stern crane and its motor, A bomb 
hole on the stern’s starboard side 
was caused when a bomb crashed 
through the deck and went through 
the hull after glancing off the Num- 
ber 4 turret faceplate. 

Hull’s starboard side appears to 
be in poorer condition than the port 
side and shows loose plates that 
move with the tides. Silt has collected 


in piles about amidships on port 
and starboard sides. Timbers are 
part ofa “camel” or bumper between 
moored ships. 

Kelly recommended that divers 
inspect the Arizona at least four 
times a year and be alert to changes 
that might have further adverse 
effects on the ship. Also, proposals 
should be developed for stabilizing 
the metal deterioration of small as 
well as large structural areas. Fur- 
ther, a system of control stations is 
needed for monitoring, among other 
things, how the vessel, as an artificial 
reef, interacts with a highly altered 
harbor water environment. 

Accumulating data on the present 
condition of the ship required “map- 
ping an underwater historic struc- 
ture four times the length of the 
Statue of Liberty,” with problems 
compounded by oil leaking from the 
hull, unexploded 5-inch shells, .50 
caliber machine gun rounds and a 
hazardous 1942 compressed welding 
gas tank that were removed, Kelly 
recounted. 

The Arizona was the third and 
last ship to bear that name. The first 
was a former Confederate blockade- 
runner that was captured and re- 
named. She burned in February, 
1865. The second bore the name for 
only three months in 1869. a 
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G...: morgan,” I said in my G I 
German. “I am an American soldier 
who lived in this house in January, 
1945.” 

Before me in the doorway of this 
centuries old Luxembourg house 
stood a kindly, grandmotherly figure 
in along grey Mother Hubbard apron 
obscuring most of her dress. She 
reminded me of my own grand- 
mother standing in the doorway of 
her home some 40 years earlier, 
waving goodbye as the grandchil- 
dren left with Mama and Papa in the 
old, high-wheeled 1923 Dodge sedan. 

“Ja,” she replied, “this house?” 

“Ja, ja, this house,” I insisted. 

“Papa, Papa, kommen sie hier,” 
she called to her husband to join us. 

I suspect that I presented quite a 
contrast to them, for no longer had I 
the appearance of a lean, hard sol- 
dier of the Battle of the Bulge. Now, 
September, 1968, in my mid-forties, 
fat and well fed, weighing 200 
pounds, wearing a cashmere sport 
coat, Tyrolean hat, sport slacks and 
loafers instead of a field jacket, steel 
helmet, combat boots and carrying 
an M-1 rifle. 

The 3rd Platoon of Co. K, 8th 
Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Divi- 
sion, had come to this house on New 
Year's Day, 1945. On New Year’s Eve, 
we had been holding the front some 
three or four miles from Wecker, 
sleeping in mud-chinked log huts 
overlooking the Mosel River which 
separated us from the Germans. 

It had been bitter cold — below 
zero weather. Standing guard at 
that point of no-man’s land, sur- 
rounded by booby traps and mines, 
while shells whizzed overhead, made 
this soldier remember other gayer, 
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happier New Year's Eves. German 
rockets occasionally lit the sky much 
as fireworks would often be fired to 
celebrate the birth of the New Year. 

Our “New Year's present” was relief 
from the front and a pull back a 
short distance to Wecker. We would 
live in actual houses instead of huts. 
The 3rd Platoon could not have 
been happier, for this was still the 
Battle of the Bulge and the 4th 
Division had been ordered to hold 
the left shoulder of the German 
breakthrough to prevent the capture 
of Luxembourg City and allow 


Everyone in the tiny 
village turned out when 
they heard our hosts’ 
grandson announce “the 
Americans are here.” 


Patton's tanks to rescue the 101st 
Airborne Division at Bastogne. 

That day, 23 years later, my heart 
literally skipped a beat as my wife 
Shirley and I entered the little ham- 
let of Wecker. Would the town be the 
same as I remembered it? Would I 
find anyone who might recall the 
terrible events of nearly a quarter 
century ago, and what is more impor- 
tant, would I find anyone who would 
recognize the faded pink satin baby 
bonnet trimmed in lace that I was 
bringing back home? 

“This is it!” 1 exclaimed excitedly 
to Shirley, as we approached the 
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two-story brick and stucco house 
immediately adjacent to the narrow 
street. 

“See, the creche is still there.” The 
statue of Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
stood in a beautiful old-fashioned 
flower garden. Vines and flowers 
almost covered the shrine. I recalled 
it in the cold of that winter of 1944- 
45, with the vegetation gone and the 
little statue of Mary standing out in 
bold relief against the Luxembourg 
snow. 

Grandpa and Grandma were ex- 
cited now that an American who 
claimed to have lived in their house 
during the war was standing in the 
doorway. There were lots of “ja’s” 
and headnoddings. As soon as I 
could, I asked, “Did you live in this 
house before the war?” 

This question was important be- 
cause no Civilians were in Wecker in 
January, 1945. German soldiers had 
been disguising themselves as civil- 
ians and infiltrating American lines. 
As aresult, all civilians were removed 
from the battle zone. Most went to 
live with friends or relatives in un- 
occupied areas. Everyone, other than 
American soldiers in uniform, was 
immediately challenged, stopped 
and arrested. 

“Ja, ja,” their heads nodded in 
unison, “we lived in this house!” 

Excitedly I called to Shirley, still 
sitting in the car down at street 
level, “Get the bonnet! We've found 
the family who lived in this house 
before the war!” While she tried to 
locate the right suitcase, I thought 
back to Jan. 7, 1945. 

It was the first birthday of my first 
daughter, Connie. My buddy, Nick 
Lemyanski, and I had been scaveng- 
ing the town for food or anything 
else we could carry in our packs. I 
needed an additional birthday pre- 
sent to go with the sleepyhead doll I 
had sent from Camp Shanks just 
before embarkation for Europe. Dis- 
couraged that I had found nothing, 
we returned to this house. 

Suddenly, I spied a pink satin 
baby bonnet with lace and a set of 
china doll dishes with pictures of 
military vehicles on them sitting ina 


small cabinet. What a find! 

I received permission from the 
captain to send them home after I 
explained about the need for a first 
birthday present. Because their mon- 
etary value was small and the occa- 
sion great, he assented. 

For nearly 25 years this bonnet 
had been in our home, through the 
University of Wisconsin under the 
GI Bill and through five homes in 
four Wisconsin cities. Our three 
daughters and ason had each worn 
it. 

Now our moment of truth had 
arrived. Shirley climbed the steps 
from the street with the bonnet in 
her hand. I handed it to the kindly 
old grandmother — toil worn from 
the maintenance and renewal of her 
home after two World Wars — with 
the light of life still shining in her 
eyes. 

She put her hands inside the bon- 


net and slowly turned it. A light of 


recognition crossed her face — her 
mind's eye went back to some time 
long ago, and asmall cry of joy went 
up from her lips. The lost was found. 

“Kirche —,” she said. 

“Kirche —?” | asked, as I recogniz- 
ed the word church but not the 
second word. 

Immediately Shirley and I were 
ushered into the house, down the 
narrow hallway, and into the family 
parlor, 

The family album was brought 
out. It had a large, ornate, embossed 
cover, not unlike the one my grand- 
mother had kept in her parlor. The 
faded grey pages were well thumbed 
and slightly tattered, witness to the 
number of times it had been lovingly 
handled and reviewed by this family. 
Shirley admired the album. I stood 
at acorner of the table and hurriedly 
thumbed my yellow German-English 
pocket dictionary, looking for the 
second descriptive word our hostess 
had used to describe the bonnet. 
The word that followed “church” 
was suddenly there “taufe.” 

“Baptism or christening bonnet,” I 
fairly exploded. They nodded their 
heads for indeed this was a christen- 
ing bonnet, but what a christening 


bonnet! 
Maria, now 45; Adel, 42; Joseph, 


40; Paul, 34 and Mathias, 32, had all 
worn this bonnet as they were car- 
ried to the village church for their 
christening. 

As we paged through the album 
viewing all of the aunts and uncles, 
brothers and sister, children and 
grandchildren of Bernard Birsens, 
now 74, and his good wife Bertha, 


now 70, we came upon a picture of 


one of their children as a baby 
wearing this same pink satin bonnet 
trimmed with lace that we had just 
brought back home. 

Son Paul had become a priest and 
Bertha and Bernard had gone to 
Rome for his ordination. Many were 
the photographs of this joyous occa- 
sion. 

Our conversation with the Bir- 
senses was limited by my small know- 
ledge of German and their unfamiliar- 
ity with the English language. But a 
few “ja’s,” big smiles and nods of the 
head are the universal language of 
those who wish to understand. Final- 
ly, I thought we could recall more of 
the old days if we had an interpreter, 
so I asked, “Does anyone in the 
village sprechen Engleesh?” 

“Nein,” they replied. 

Soon they remembered their daugh- 
ter Adel spoke English. “Wo (where) 
is Adel?” I inquired. 

“In der schule (school),” came the 
answer. This seemed easy. 

“Wo is der schule?” 

In Luxembourg City, it developed, 
and this was 25 kilometers away, 
nor did Adel return until five each 
afternoon. It was now a quarter to 
12 and we had many more miles to 
travel through the Bulge area. We 
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had reservations at the Hotel Lebrun 
in Bastogne that night. The hotel 
had been the headquarters of Gens. 
Anthony McAuliffe and George S. 
Patton. So we asked to go through, 
once again, this home that had be- 
friended me for two weeks in that 
terrible winter of ‘44-45. 

Next, we went up the stairs and 
through the hall where a platoon 
sergeant — in civilian life a barber in 
Allentown, Pa. — had sat us allona 
wooden stool as he gave us a fresh 
GI trim. There were the bedrooms 
where we had thrown our sleeping 
bags and blankets. 

Now out-of-doors to see once again 
the small home on the next street 
where we held church services clus- 
tered around our chaplain, a small 
cross and a battered field organ. 
Mums and marigolds grew in pro- 
fusion in the garden. There was 
nothing more to say. I had brought 
the bonnet home to Luxembourg. 

Grandma Bertha picked a beauti- 
ful bouquet of marigolds and gave 
them to Shirley. I took a few pictures 
after assuring Bertha that she looked 
perfectly fine in her long grey Mother 
Hubbard apron. 

Shirley and I presented Bernard 
and Bertha with the bonnet and a 
bottle of wine from Rudesheim, and 
with a wave of our hand, we were 
off. 

As we left Wecker, Adel’s small 
son who had witnessed this “home- 
coming” had gone through the town 
alerting the citizens that “the Ameri- 
cans are here.” It seemed that every- 
one in this tiny hamlet of Wecker 
was out in his frontyard waving and 
smiling as we headed our rented 
white Volkswagen for Bastogne. @ 


VFW: DECEMBER 1985 25 


THAT 


IN JAPAN 


1945 


Joyous Yuletide memories overshadow 
the harshness of the end of the war. 


hen the order came for the 
11th Airborne Division to move north 
to Tohoku and leave the Tokyo sector 
occupation to the 1st Cavalry Divi- 
sion, we paratroopers thought we 
were being punished. The 11th had 
arrived at Atsugi Aug. 28-30, and 
rumors abounded: one of our men 
had raped a Japanese girl; we would 
walk the whole 250 miles; we were 
being punished for letting the cavalry 
reach Manila before we did. 

No, we weren't being exiled to 
northern Japan. Maj. Gen. Joseph M. 
Swing, the commander, knew from 
the time we were on Okinawa that 
our occupation zone would be north- 
ern Honshu, especially the cities of 
Sendai and Morioka. The 187th and 
188th Regiments occupied Sendai, 
while we in the 511th went north to 
Morioka. Still in our Philippine trop- 
ical uniforms and still sleeping in 
jungle hammocks, we settled in eas- 
ily. 

B..¥ eee) il "AR ea 
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Morioka had been left relatively 
unscathed by the air war. The town 
of 40,000 was quite primitive. On the 
outskirts the government had built 
ticky-tacky huts for refugees from 
the bombed-out southern cities. 
There was nothing to excite an all- 
American boy. We envied the troops 
in Berlin and Toyko. 

Perhaps because there was vir- 
tually no other activity available, I 
began to make connections with the 
fascinating missionary communities 
in town, although I was not in the 
least religious. It was these religious 
connections that gave shape to my 
Christmas in Morioka in 1945. 

On one of my first visits to town, I 
met Father Groleau, a Roman Cath- 
olic missionary—a Dominican in a 
white robe, a black hat and an 
American GI overcoat. Only 32, he 
was fresh from seven years in a 
prison camp and had returned to 
the Morioka mission church, where 
he shared responsibilities with 
Father Saito, asmall, severe, slender 
38-year-old, who always wore a black 
robe. They agreed to give me lessons 
in Japanese in exchange for cigar- 
ettes and whatever food I could 
scrounge. 

Of course, I met their cook and 
housekeeper, 42-year-old Tani Tak- 
anohashi, a widow supporting six 
children on virtually nothing. Her 
problems reminded me of my own 
mother’s struggle during the Depres- 
sion to feed my two brothers and 
me. 

I came to love her family, and even 
after the “nonfraternization rule” 
forbade our visiting in Japanese 
homes, I spent many evenings in 
their home with the room temper- 
ature below zero. To keep warm, we 
all snuggled around a “kotatsu,” 
which was a kind of quilt spread 
over a metal frame enclosing the 
heat from a charcoal brazier be- 
neath. With hands, arms and legs 
under the kotatsu frame, which 
made a natural game table in the 
center, only our backs froze. I became 
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closest to 18-year-old Fhukuko-San 
(Miss Happiness), a local elementary 
teacher. Those evenings reinforced 
the Japanese I was learning so that 
40 years later, I remember a sur- 
prising amount. 

From this group, I met some sisters 
who ran a school, as well as some 
contemplative Belgian nuns in an 
old Gothic convent on the edge of 
town. 

But I was a Protestant, so it was 
inevitable that I meet the Anglican 
missionary as well. I can’t remember 
how I met Father Murakami, who 
had lived in Ohio and spoke English 
very well. As a young man, he had 
been cabin boy for Jack London on 
his “Cruise of the Snark” from San 
Francisco to Honolulu, but he had 
jumped ship in Hawaii. 

The Japanese were tremendously 
interested in learning English, so I 
gave English lessons to perhaps 200 
Japanese a week in Father Mura- 
kami’s church. He was perfectly cap- 
able of giving the lessons himself, 
but a 20-year-old soldier added more 
prestige than a mature, well-edu- 
cated, world-traveled hometowner. 
This was strictly illegal in the early 
days of the occupation, but I stopped 
after a month or so more because I 
was tired of the responsibility than 
because I knew it was forbidden. 

Perhaps the Protestant chaplain, 
the Rev. Mr. Small, who always preach- 
ed in his stocking feet, introduced 
me to Father Murakami, I can’t 
remember. But I remember the way 
the two teamed up to get me involved 
in a Christmas musical Nativity 
pageant. 

Before that, however, through Dick 
Roedell, I developed great respect 
for the Roman Catholic chaplain, 
Father Burokowski. Dick was from 
my home town of Waterloo, Iowa. A 
machine gunner in combat, Dick 
became Father Burokowski’s assis- 
tant after the war. Perhaps Dick 
took his duties too seriously, for his 
first Sunday on the job just before 
second mass, he dumped the cots of 
all the Catholic men who hadn't 
attended the first service. 


The camp chapel in Morioka was 
a small building with a little stage- 
alcove at each end. Father Burokow- 
ski set up the Catholic altar at one 
end, and Chaplain Small erected the 
Protestant altar at the other. But 
Gen. Swing whipped in from Sendai, 
stood aghast in the middle of the 
chapel, and suddenly thundered, 
“We worship one God; there will be 
one altar.” 

Chaplain Small and Father Mur- 
akami determined to unite the Protes- 
tant GIs and the Anglican Japanese 
congregation in presenting a Nativity 
play. Night after night we gathered 
in either the Anglican church or the 
camp chapel and sang over and over 
the borrowed words: “Oh, we have 
seen the star in the East and are 
come to worship him.” 

The contrast between the Amer- 
icans and the Japanese must have 
been pathetic. We were well fed and 
well clothed, whereas many of the 
Japanese adolescents were wearing 
pitiful worn-out garments several 
sizes too small for their growing 
bodies. 


uthor West 

and Nobuko 
Takanohashi stand 
before the Morioka 
Catholic Church, 
now two miles from 
its original site. 


A problem soon emerged. The Jap- 
anese girls simply could not twist 
their tongues to the English sounds. 
To keep the audiences from rolling 
in the aisles at some of the mis- 
pronunciations, there would have 
to be a change of cast. I was already 
a Roman soldier, complete with a 
cardboard helmet, plume, visor and 
tin skirt, but I made a quick change 
to appear as the Virgin Mary, speak- 
ing in my finest falsetto. 

We performed once in the Morioka 
camp, and a second time in the 
Anglican church. I persuaded Fhu- 
kuko-San to come with me and watch 
the performance, but she later had 
to go to Confession to report that 
she had gone to a Protestant church. 

Then Chaplain Small arranged a 
presentation at Camp Schimmel- 
fennig in Sendai for the 187th and 
188th. The performance was in a 
huge, hangar-type building with steel- 
pipe bleachers filled with GIs and a 
few privileged Japanese camp work- 
ers. Only a few invited Japanese 
Christians had actually come to see 
the pageant, and the others were 
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angry that we delayed showing the 
feature film. At one point, probably 
when I came on with my falsetto— 
the Japanese workers swayed back 
and forth, snake-dance fashion. I 
don’t know enough of the culture to 
interpret what they really meant. 
But I think I have a rough idea. 

Our final performance was in a 
mountain resort near Morioka where 
a detached company simply had to 
be exposed to our cultural enlighten- 
ment. We looked forward to the trip 
as a little vacation, and I remember 
that the resort was beautiful—but 
we drove in quickly, ate, performed 
and departed. 

Our actual Christmas Day obser- 
vance is a little fuzzy. Thanksgiving 
dinner had been a week late because 
of a logistical problem, but I think 
our Christmas supplies arrived on 
time. In any case, because of our 
close associations with the Japanese 
and the religious communities, we 
started planning well in advance to 
guarantee their comfort on Christ- 
mas Day. We were aware of how the 
war had ravaged the Japanese econ- 
omy and how little food and clothing 
were available to civilians. Many 
platoons supported at least one en- 
tire family by overfeeding a houseboy 
and letting him carry leavings home. 
Many of us regularly carried loads of 
food and PX purchases into town. I 
often invited Father Groleau to the 
mess hall, and I often took things to 
the Takanohashis. Once the regi- 
mental intelligence section found a 
cache of Japanese army supplies, 
and I appropriated a couple of dozen 
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uniforms that Mrs. Takanohashi 
transformed into heavy clothing for 
the kids. My mother sent the Takano- 
hashis the heaviest cold weather 
garb she could find, as well as some 
special treats, such as boxes of pop 
corn, 

Just before Christmas, I went to 
our three battalion commanders to 
see if they could approve sending a 
fine Christmas dinner to the cloister- 
ed Belgian nuns. The priests would 
be Christmas guests at the mess 
hall; I would take care of the Taka- 
nohashis, and Chaplain Small would 
take care of the Anglican group; the 
nuns weren't allowed to leave the 
convent. Each regimental command- 
er, with proper concern for proper 
military decorum, referred me to 
the regimental commander, Col. 
Mebbe. The essence of his response 
was, “You'd better let well enough 
alone. We can’t have this as a matter 
of record.” 

Father Burokowski reassured me, 
“Don’t worry. The nuns will be warm 
and well fed. Back off.” 

A few days later, Father Burokow- 
ski called Roedell and me to deliver 
a truckload of charcoal in woven 
straw baskets to the convent. We 
carried each bag to the third floor of 
their little Gothic building, and as I 
walked up the spotless, polished 
wooden floors and looked at the 
sparse furnishings of the tiny cub- 
icles I passed, I felt some sense of 
their isolation. I learned later that 
the Christmas dinner was a feast. 
Father Saito and Father Trajan, the 
convent chaplain, were there. Father 


Groleau had dinner with me in the 
camp mess hall. 

As I look back, I remember two 
groups we neglected. One was a 
second Protestant church in Mor- 
ioka, miles from the camp, and I 
never met anyone connected with it. 
On Christmas Eve they had a cele- 
bration and a Christmas tree with 
flaming candles. The building burned 
to the ground, and none of us did 
anything to help the missionary or 
the congregation. 

The other was a Russian family 
near the camp. They ran a little 
bakery, and the father worked as a 
daiku-san, or carpenter. I used to 
see him with a gang of Japanese 
men, his tools in a canvas sack on his 
back waiting for transportation toa 
job. His teenaged daughter—perhaps 
17—was big, heavy and unattractive. 
I made one attempt to visit the 
family, but the father made it clear 
that he wanted no relationship with 
Americans. 

Sendai, now a fantastically beauti- 
ful city of 600,000, modern, polished, 
wealthy in every sense. There we 
spent the day with Father Saito, 
who, dressed in lively slacks and 
sport shirt, seemed younger at 78 
than he had at 38. He called the 
Takanohashis in Morioka and told 
them to get ready to entertain us. 
Then he took us to a high school 
where 54-year-old Sister Eiko Taka- 
nohashi, had replaced the lively 14- 
year-old whom I had remembered 
for 40 years. 

Morioka has grown into a beautiful 
city of perhaps 100,000 at the temp- 
orary northern terminus of the 
Shinkansen, or bullet train. 

Nobuko-San, the 6-year-old whom 
I carried on my shoulders, is now a 
46-year-old medical technician. She 
drove us to her mother’s little home. 
Now 82, Mrs. Takanohashi is quite 
well-to-do—and a celebrity. 

When Mrs. Takanohashi took the 
job of cooking and housekeeping for 
the priests, the sisters taught her to 
cook Belgian style. After a lifetime of 
service, to make things easy for her 


successor, she wrote down all of her 
recipes, introduced each with an 
anecdote, and followed each with a 
poem. A publisher picked it up, and 
it became a bestseller. She became a 
television personality with her own 
“Julia-Child-type” program, and she 
founded a cooking school. Now recog- 
nized as a fine poet, she has won the 
prestigious annual Tohoku award 
six of the last ten years. 

Miss Happiness, Fhukuko-San, is 
ateacher in Tokyo. She spent a week 
end with my wife and me, and we 
took her for the first time in her life 
halfway up Mt. Fuji to Go-go-mei, 
the fifth stage in the five stations to 
the summit and the last stage one 
can get to in a vehicle. She is single, a 
tea ceremony master, and a beauti- 
fully happy and contented lady. 

Father Groleau, now 72, is on 
sabbatical at his family home in 
Quebec, with expectations of return- 
ing to Japan through the Holy Land. 
Father Trajan is gone (Sister Ger- 
aldine showed us his urn in the 
convent.) Father Murakami must be 
deceased, and I couldn't find his 
church. Father Burokowski, until 
recently, corresponded with Roedell, 
and I understand that he is retired 
in Connecticut. I haven’t heard about 
Chaplain Small. 

Ofthe Belgian contemplative com- 
munity, five sisters who were there 
in 1945 remain, but Morioka has 
pulled them into the city center by 
growing up around them. When we 
visited them, they were distraught 
that after not having been out of the 
building for as long as 60 years, they 
must find new quarters, for their 
home will be torn down next year. 

Christmas in Japan in 1945 was 
not Christmas at home in the United 
States—but it wasn’t Christmas in 
the Battle of the Bulge or in the 
jungles of Leyte, either. I’ve forgotten 
the details of the food, the presents, 
the cards and the loneliness. But I 
remember the human relationships. 
About the Author 
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By Tom Garcia 


These Corsairs are similar to ones Ens. 
Jesse L. Brown and Lt. Tom Hudner flew 
during the Korean War. 


A S THE FALL OF 1950 TURNED INTO WINTER IN THE KOREAN WAR, 
advances up the pensisula were so great that some troops actually reached 
the Chinese border by the end of October. 

Then, something strange happened on Oct. 25 near Unsan when the 
Republic of Korea (ROK) Ist Division captured an enemy soldier who could 


speak neither Korean nor Japanese. 


Clearly, not a North Korean, he was one the Chinese “volunteers,” who by 


November's end numbered 300,000 
in Korea. The war had taken a turn 
for the worst for the United Nations. 

The problem now was not to con- 
tinue the advance, but what to do 
about the terrible winter fighting 
conditions in the north coupled with 
the unexpected and massive Chinese 
buildup. 

During the first few days of Decem- 
ber, UN forces — Americans, British 
and South Koreans — were pulling 
out of Pyongyang, the North Korean 


American Heroes 


Infantry Division. Both were attempt- 
ing to break out of a Chinese en- 
circlement at the Chosin Reservoir 
in east central North Korea. Eight 
Chinese divisions had attacked Mar- 
ine positions to the west and south 
of the reservoir. The task of the 
American troops was to make the 


Ens. Jesse L. Brown, left, killed during the Korean War, was the first black to become a Navy 
pilot. Lt. (jg) T.J. Hudner, right, received the Medal of Honor for his fruitless attempts to 
rescue Brown. 


capital, that had been occupied for 
just 45 days. The city would not be 
captured again. 

During this organization of the 
UN retreat, Marine and Navy fight- 
er/bomber pilots from the U.S. Navy 
carriers USS Philippine Sea and USS 
Leyte were assigned to assist the Ist 
Marine Division and the Army’s 7th 


40-mile trek down a narrow valley 
road to the port city of Hamhung. 
One of those naval aviators was 
Ensign Jesse LeRoy Brown, of Hatties- 
burg, Miss. Brown at age 19 enlisted 
in the U.S. Naval Reserve in July, 
1946. The following year he reported 
for active duty at Glenview, Ill. 
Brown, an engineering student at 


Ohio State, was appointed as a mid- 
shipman in the Navy’s aviation cadet 
program at the Navy Pre-Flight 
School in Ottumwa, Iowa. Soon, he 
was at the Navy’s main flight training 
base at Pensacola, Fla., where he, as 
the only black, was easily recognized 
in a sea of white midshipman’s 
uniforms. 

Brown achieved his long-time ambi- 
tion when on Oct. 21, 1948, he was 
designated a naval aviator and 
awarded his wings of gold. At 22, he 
was the Navy’s first black aviator. 

Shortly after the outbreak of the 
Korean War in June, 1950, Brown 
and his squadron were aboard the 
Leyte in the Sea of Japan, off Korea’s 
east coast. 

Ens. Brown flew his first combat 
mission on Oct. 12, 1950, in support 

8 of UN forces in a single-seat F4U-4 

« Corsair. Bombing and strafing the 

8 Wonsan, Chongjin, Songjin, Sinanju 
and other areas of the peninsula, 
the Corsair may have been leftover 
from World War II, but it was well 
suited to the job in the early days of 
the Korean War. 

During the 53 days between Oct. 
12 and Dec. 3, Brown flew a total of 
19 combat missions from the carrier. 
On some, Brown flew as a wingman. 
Part of the time, he acted as a 
section leader. This means that in a 
flight of four Corsairs he was number 
three man, with a fourth plane flying 
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on his ship’s wing, under his direction 
and control. 

On Monday, Dec. 4, 1950, Brown 
was part of a four-ship formation 
assigned to strafe enemy troops and 
positions in the Chosin Reservoir 
area to assist the Marines fighting 
the enemy. Five days earlier, Maj. 
Gen. Edward M. Almond, X Corps 
commander, had ordered the Ma- 
rines to fall back to Hamhung. 

It was a clear, cold day, with 
excellent visibility for aerial oper- 
ations. Flying at low altitude over 
the target, Brown’s plane was hit by 
enemy gunfire and crashed some 
five to 10 miles behind enemy lines. 
Brown’s squadron mates were sure 
he had been killed. The engine had 
been ripped loose and was tossed 
several yards. The fuselage had bro- 
ken in half just behind the cockpit. 

As Brown’s three fellow pilots cir- 
cled the wreck searching for any 
sign of life, they saw Brown sitting in 
the partially intact cockpit. They 
were suprised to see Brown wave an 
arm at them. Smoke was coming 
from under the crashed aircraft, but 
Brown seemed to, make no effort to 
climb out of his seat. One of the 
pilots orbiting overhead, Lt. Cdr. 
Dick Cevoli, climbed higher to in- 
crease his radio transmission range 
and called for a helicopter to come 
to the scene. Another Corsair pilot, 
Lt. Tom Hudner, later said, “We 
thought he was wedged in and feared 
he might get burned.” What Hudner 
did then would earn him the Medal 
of Honor. 


Hudner decided the helicopter 
would not get there in time to save 
Brown and he would land his plane 
next to Brown’s and try to pull him 
from the cockpit. Hudner salvoed 
his rockets and fired out his .50- 
caliber machine gun ammo to lighten 
his plane’s weight. Then, he set up a 
flight pattern for a gear-up landing 
in the rough, snow covered terrain. 
He made a good landing, at least as 
good as a planned crash can be, and 


Twenty three years after 
his death, the Navy 
honored the memory of 
Ensign Brown, the first 
black aviator to lose his 
life in combat, by naming 
a fast frigate after him. 


slid his plane to a stop about 100 
yards from Ens. Brown's still smoking 
wreck. 

It took almost 10 minutes for 
Hudner to reach Brown. Knee-high 
snow covered the rocky hillside. 
Besides, he had been injured in the 
landing. When he got to the other 
aircraft, he found that Brown was 
badly injured, only partly conscious 
and trapped in the cockpit. His legs 
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were pinned in the twisted metal of 
what had been the rudder pedal 
area. 

Lt. Hudner packed snow into the 
cowling area where the smoke was 
coming from and tried to extricate 
Brown. When the helicopter arrived, 
the Marine pilot pitched in to help 
free Brown. They spent almost an 
hour at their task but they were 
unsuccessful in near-zero weather. 

Then, Ens. Brown, in his last con- 
scious act, gave Hudner a personal 
message to be delivered to his wife. 
Minutes later he died. 

Night was fast approaching, and 
it seemed nothing further could be 
done. The helicopter was forced to 
leave the area and Jesse Brown’s 
body was never recovered. Pilots 
from his carrier returned to the 
crash site several days later to drop 
napalm to cremate his body rather 
than leave it to the enemy and the 
elements. 

Ens. Brown was posthumously 
awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross “for heroism and extraordin- 
ary achievement in aerial flight as a 
Fighter Pilot and Section Leader in 
Fighter Squadron Thirty two... He 
gallantly gave his life for his country.” 

Jesse Brown was not only the first 
black naval aviator. He was also the 
first black American naval officer to 
lose his life in combat. 

Twenty-three years after his death 
a USS Knox-class fast frigate, the 
USS Jesse L. Brown, was named in 
his honor, the first ship of the U.S. 
Navy to be named for a black Navy 
officer. At the launching ceremony, 
in Westwego, La., on March 18, 1972, 
Ens. Brown’s widow served as spon- 
sor of the ship; his daughter served 
as matron of honor at the launching. 
The principal address was given by 
Brown’s former squadron mate, Tom 
Hudner. a 
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Thomas Morgan 
Illinois 


OIV. VI 


Stanley Plessala 
Louisiana 


DIV. 1 

District 8 
Indiana 

John Kavathas 


DIV. V 

District 1 

Louisiana 

James A. Baptiste 


DIV.1 

Post 1114 
Indiana 

Ivan Dimmett 


DIV. VI 

Post 834 
Massachusetts 
Robert J. Gallagher 


DIV. XI 

Post 3941 

Michigan 

George R. Zellman 


DIV. XVI 

Post 8508 
Minnesota 
Charles Jones 


Le a a ee ee RPI 
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DIV. II 
Lawrence Jack 
Michigan 


DIV. Vil 


Donald L. Ruby 
South Dakota 


DIV. I 
District 3 
Indiana 
Terrill Reith 


DIV. VI 

District 3 

Louisiana 

Stanley Cantrelle 


OI. Il 

Post 1599 
Pennsylvania 
Donald G. Peron 


DIV. Vil 

Post 1804 
Pennsylvania 
William B. Osmond 


DIV. XII 

Post 8538 
Louisiana 
Ronald Acosta 


DIV. XVII 

Post 7389 
Massachusetts 
Raymond Reynolds 


DIV. Il 
George Magurany 
Indiana 


DIV. Vill 
Margarito Maes 
New Mexico 


District Commanders-of-the-Month 


DIV. Il 

District 6 

Kansas 

Charlie Stephens 


DIV. Vil 

District 1 
Pacific Areas 
Jerry D. Goetz 


Post Commanders-of-the-Month 


DIV. til 

Post 6240 

Kansas 

Melvin R. Garrett 


DIV. Vill 

Post 802 

Indiana 

Robert Robinson 


DIV. XIII 

Post 4222 

Louisiana 

Minus J. Romeron 


DIV. XVIII 

Post 7778 

Georgia 

Louis C. Graziano Il 


iar 


Department Commanders-of-the-Month 


September 


DIV.IV 
Darrell Bencken 
Kansas 


DIV. IX 
Judd Clemens 
Alaska 


DIV. IV 

District 10 

lowa 

Dave Schwandt 


DIV. Vill 

District 10 
Maryland 
Joseph Stanton 


DIV.IV 

Post 2743 

Ohio 

Edward Ducsay 


DIV. ix 

Post 8510 
Minnesota 
Marty L. Ban 


DIV. XIV 

Post 1598 

Ohio 

Charles E. Perkins 


DIV. XIX 

Post 7288 
North Carolina 
Roy D. Wrenn 


DIV. V 
James E. Higgins 
Virginia 


DIV. X 
Raymond G. Eberhardt 
Pacific Areas 


September 


September 


DIV. V 

Post 9083 

Maryland 

Nicholas T. Bassetti 


DIV. X 

Post 1922 
Texas 

J.W. Trisler 


DIV. XV 
Post 2151 
Indiana 

Bill Rapier 


DIV. XX 

Post 5865 
Pennsylvania. 

Acie T. Marksberry 
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State Commanders 1985-86 soutnern conterence 


George A. Ganey Albert Roes James R. Burkhart Norman Brown George B. Thomson 
Alabama Arkansas Florida Georgia Kentucky 


W. Lee Childress John Ochoa Robert B. Thomas Thomas Morris 


Stanley J. Plessala 
Mississippi North Carolina Oklahoma South Carolina 


Louisiana 


Marvin Chandler Earnest G. Mudd James E. Higgins Albert M. Legg 
Tennessee Texas Virginia West Virginia 


Marty 
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. BR eee Var ae as) a MIR OM IS NTS 
PROTECT YOUR VALUABLES Sh! HEARING AIDS 
8 SUPER $AVINGS! (Ea CESSES aaa Ie ORE 
AND IMPORTANT PAPERS! e* = we 
a ¢ No salesmen. 
A Sentry Safe for your home is AIR MAIL on HOME TRIAL. “reek 
“peace of mind” for you! And Catalog. Write: 
Lewabehrd bovcipersiree iden} Dept. VF, 9530 Langdon Ave., 
ing a. 
"an ta ce pleat be: 
° ~ eae il election i 
© Burglar-resistant 
rac Order of Parade 
"© Free delivery, continental U.S. Standings are based on per capita tax transmittals received at 
© Tax deductible National Headquarters through Sept. 30, 1985. 
+ FURNITURE CABINETS 
#5380 available ISAVE 50% on Salon Price NATIONAL AVERAGE — 56.90% 
(Ssentinj WRITE FOR Newly developed for mail order BUNSKAT rrersis (OUUrele Lewes one 
FREE CATALOG! ABSOLUTELY UNDETECTABLE. Kansas ... ‘ ° . . 
Value-tique Inc. 3-yr. color guarantee. Call for Indiana. 
Dept. M-996 » PO. Aug © Leonia, N.J. 07605 FREE picture-brochure. Toll Free: 1-800-325-7737 Asaph 
H.P.H. Corp., Dept. 2-1 wyoming’: 
14120 S.W. 142 Ave., Miami, FL 33186 Michigan .. 
Minnesota . 


South Dakota 
Louisiana . 
California . 


Pacific Areas. 
Mlinois . 

Virginia ; oe 
Ohio.... 
New Mexico 
North Dakota . 
Washington 
21 Montana, . 


WW II GERMAN CLASSICS | 


PELLET FIRING 
TARGET PISTOLS 2 few hey 


THE WALTHER 38 36 


30 Connecticut . 
31 = ~Delaware ..... 


xt 33° (Nevada 
THE LUGER-07 Nea 
35 Florida .... 
SEMI1-AUTOMATIC 36 District of Columbia 
® 37. Idaho... 
oo 38 = =Rhode Island . 
39 =New York , . 
40 = North Carolina” on 
41 Alabama . 
Tr mace omer 42 Arkansas . . 
renowne wr " 
raps 2 ce A merece 
pellets as fast as you can eet 
pull the trigger. Comes with q This WWII German classic is full- 45 = Pennsylvania... 
7-shot magazine. sized! It's an accurate replica of 46 — Mississippi 
t 47 Kentucky . 
48 Oklahoma . 
49 Tennessee , 
50 Utah.. 
51 = Georgia . . . 
52 Panama Canal. . . 
53 South Carolina . . . . 
G4 Germany 2... cceeccscscceceeen 25.23 


ional 
This .22 caliber target pistol is an accurate, fullsize, reproduction Nationa 
Of the legendary combat weapon ofthe Third Reich ‘Comes with Aides-de-Camp 


The following VFW members has distinguished himself by 
winning an appointment as National Aides-de-Camp, Recruit- 
ing Class during the month of October. To be eligible for this 


FREE: TARGETS AND award, a member must collect the dues of at least 50 new 
50 REUSEABLE PELLETS and/or reinstated members: Vincent Dunn, Post 639, Malden, 


Mass; F. Glen Hawkins, Post 5483, Barnardsville, N.C.; George 
William Marks, Post 352, Brookpark, Ohio; Raymond P. Bay- 


THE LUGER 


GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 270TR67 less, Post 9520, Brunswick, Ohio; Jerry Riley, Post 3656, 
County Road 687, arto Michigan 49057: sen ee mos Bristow, Okla., and Donald Cunningham, Post 7591, Cottage 
4 : Grove, Wis. 
YES, please rush me the .22 cal. pellet-firing target pistols I've 
checked below. Also include my FREE targets and 50 reuseable 
r " : fi 

pellets with each weapon. I’m enclosing $4.95 plus 95¢ for Hes Chante aed, her lly iH n r Roll 

postage and handling for each target weapon I'm ordering. If I'm ser comes with FREE targets and 50 reusa- 0 0 

not completely satisfied you'll refund my money right away. ble plastic pellets. No permit is required, These members are being honored by inclusion in this Honor 

COWALTHER 38] LUGER-07 SEMI-AUTOMATIC =) LUGER please indicate your age. Roll for recruitment on the basis of a one-time, experimental 

P if membership program. Richard J. Carroll, Post 8217, St. Paul, 

Kane beeline ebro Hatt Minn.; Ovie Gallet, Post 2597, Billerica, Mass.: Russell L 

Address 95¢ each for postage and handling. Beckley, Post 4372, Odessa, Texas; Joseph Shust, Post 2433, 
ciidsioriced iesieamioine baal TATA? Union, N.J.; Russell M. Brumley, Post 1108, Richmond, Ind.: 

City/State/Zip . Dept. Robert A. Shader, Post 8639, Okolona, Ky., and Ario Venturelli, 

$ Total NOT SOLD IN NEW YORK CITY. NO PERMIT REQUIRED Comety Reed Fr, Henttors, Seeneeen e00er Post 2604, Orland Park, Ill. 


enclosed MICHIGAN STATE RESIDENTS ADD SALES TAX. MICHIGAN STATE RESIDENTS ADD SALES TAX. 
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Esk eee 
PM £ M. BEAR S HIP 


Posts of 1,000 
Members or More 


Recorded as of Nov. 7, 1985 


Post 1985-86 
Place No. Location Membership 


1114 Evansville, IN... eee eweee 
628 Sioux Falls, SD. . 
3579 Park Ridge, IL. 
360 Mishawaka, IN. . 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 1308 AltoniL ..... 
6 47 Uniontown, PA. . 
7 1146 St. Clair Shores, MI. 
8 5555 Richfield, MN... 
9 1273 Rapid City,SD .. 
10 401 = Albuquerque, NM 
11 131 Lincoln,NE.... 
12 1599 Chambersburg, PA 
13 1296 Bloomington, MN 
14 2290 Manville,NJ... 
15 2539 Gulfport,MS ... 
16 6506 Rosedale,MD .. 
17 49° Mobile, AL... 
18 4372 Odessa, TX 
19 1989 Indiana, PA, WV 
20 1064 Huntington, wv . 
21° 3962 Corinth,MS ... 
22 367 = Joliet, IL. 
23 «6640 Metairie, LA . 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

3 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 


969 Tacoma, WA . 
6240 Russell, KS . 

6704 Mechanicsburg, PA e 
1275 Lima, OH , 

2100 Everett, WA 
379 Yakima, WA . 
249 «Butler, PA, . 
9619 Morningside, wi r 
6975 Bristol, VA, 
1621 Janesville, WI. “e 
6796 Dallas, TX 
2199 Joliet, IL. 
6251 Cheektowaga, Ny’ 
4087 Davison,MI_.. . oe 
1810 Brentwood,PA...eeeeeeeeees 


This Christmas give the incomparable gift that the 
wise men from the east took to the baby Jesus — 
frankincense and myrrh — Matthew 1:11 

Send $10.00 check or money order and a stamped 
self-addressed envelope to BIBLICAL CREATIONS, 
Box 468, Ranger Texas 76470 

Limited supply will be airlifted from Arabia to Texas in 
November, then to you, while supply lasts. Ten per- 
cent discount on orders of 10 or more. 

If supply is exhausted your money will be refunded 


MEN 
PAST 40 


If you are disturbed by these symptoms, your 
troubles may be caused by glandular inflammation 
of your prostate. Methods that merely give tempor- 
ary relief for this condition cannot be expected to 
remove the cause of your trouble. 

The Excelsior Institute Clinic, devoted to the 
NON-SURGICAL methods of treatment for dis- 
eases peculiar to older men, has a new FREE 


Troubled With Getting Up Nights 
Pains In Back, Hips, Legs 
Nervousness, Tiredness 


Ride up and down 
stairs safely. 


Cheney has the lift you need. The deluxe 
Wecolator for straight, curved and spiral 
staircases or the economical Liberty™ 
Lifts for straight stairways let you go safely 
from floor to floor in the home you love. 


* Wide comfortable seats and footrests 

* Fold out of the way for normal 
stair use 

* Individualized options, decorator 
colors 

¢ Unmatched limited warranties 


Contact your local Cheney representative 
or call Darlene Lewis toll free 
1-800-782-1222 


Helping people help themselves 


The CHENEY Company 


Dept. VF PO. Box 188, 2445 South Calhoun Road 
New Berlin, Wi 53151 1-800-782-1222 414-782-1100 


BEGIN 


golf course living large clubhouses . . 
pools .. . plus many other amenities. 


CENTURY 


MOBILE HOME COMMUNITIES 


AT $16,900! 


Century Communities offer you a wide range of Fun-in-the-Sun choices in new 
mobile home living, including communities with . . . 
. heated swimming pools. . . Jacuzzi whirl- 


Some are double-wide communities with prices from $29,900 and some are single- 


a SE ee 


&, 


iHenry Fields 


Seed & Nursery Co. 51601 


SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER! 


RED BIRD 
TOMATO 


Red Bird “Valiant” tomatos pro- 
duce mild-flavored, deep-scarlet 
fruits. One of more than 3,000 
c= products in Henry Field’s 
ys new spring catalog. 
Get yours today! 


Big 
Family-Size 
Packet 


—E—EE 


iL. 
yo 


or anneal 10 This Now! 


Henry Field’s, Dept. 82-1678 Oak St., 
Shenandoah, lowa 51602 


a'/ Here's a dime for my seeds 
es, and FREE Field's catalog. 


Street 


P.O. Box Rt. Box 


City 


State zip 
Please use extra pal 
Limit one offer per family, pi 


————- SINCE 1892 -—-—- — 


The Affordable 
Award-Winning 
Communities 
of Florida 


Hy 
3 
3 
8 
$ 
& 
2 
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EL 


waterfront living and marinas... 


BOOK that tells how these troubles may be cor- 
rected. The NON-SURGICAL treatments de- 
scribed in this book require no surgery, hospitaliza- 
tion or long period of convalescence. Treatments 
take but a short time and the cost is reasonable. 

Write today. This book may prove of utmost im- 
portance to you. No obligation. 

Excelsior Institute Clinic, Dept. 1158 
110 E. Broadway, Excelsior Springs, Mo. 64024 


GENUINE HANDMADE BOOTS 


prices. Write For 30-Pg. Catalog, $1. 
Asustin- Hall Boot Co. 


Bootmakers for over 20 years. Tops 
quality leather-many styles-reasonable 


wide communities with prices from $16,900. 


All 11 Communities have 
Guaranteed Lifetime Leases 
and are Developed 
and Operated by 


—CENTURY— 

Choice locations include 
Ocala, Leesburg, Wildwood, 
Tampa-Plant City, Winter 
Haven, Lakeland, Haines 


1 
1 
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1 
i 
! 
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1 
1 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
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! 
1 
1 
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Learn about the choices along with the advanta 


BOX 12368-X EI Paso, Tx., 79912 ; 


City, Sebring and Eustis. | 


1 

eet 

able to you as offered by Florida's largest provider of new 
mobile home communities ! 
MAIL TO: i 
CENTURY COMMUNITIES (813) 647-1581 | 
P.O. Box 5252 ¢ Lakeland, FL 33803 H 
1 

Name | 
1 

Street Address ! 
1 

City State, Zip. Hl 
1 

Phone ( ) VF-12 H 


Mmmm GENERAL ORDERS 


NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 


Veterans of Foreign Wars 
of the United States 
1985-86 Series 


General Orders No. 3 


1. The following appointments are hereby announced: 
NATIONAL AMERICANISM COMMITTEE: Members: 
Paul J. Yohman, Post 7115, Lauderhill, Fla; Harry M 
Faris, Post 6732, Clover, S.C; Charles Cannon, Jr., Post 
5076, Garland, Texas; Bill Wilson, Post 5225, W. Memphis, 
Ark, J.W. Bohanan, Post 5290, Conyers, Ga, J.B. Smith, 
Jr, Post 5376, Calhoun, Ga,; Weldon Talley, Post 6640, 
Metairie, La; Kenneth R. Houston, Post 1294, Lexington, 
Tenn,; Eugene Karban, Post 7980, Millstadt, IIL; Archie J 
Pavek, Post 6208, Prior Lake, Minn. Gerald W. Gilgen- 
bach, Post 8847, New Bavaria, Ohio; Don R. Byerly, Post 
1776, Huron, 8.D,; Clarence Brunner, Post 659, Mani- 
towoc, Wis.; Lee G. Lewis, Post 5559, Juneau, Alaska; 
Robert W. Lacey, Post 720, Phoenix, Ariz; Harry A. 
Kosht, Post 4903, Tucson, Ariz.; Donald E, Ellis, Post 
1205, San Francisco, Calif; Harry H. Tanabe, Post 9879, 
San Lorenzo, Calif; Joseph A. Borello, Post 1937, San 
Francisco, Calif; Jack Melban, Post 3787, San Diego, 
Calif; Mike Bokan, Post 1771, Lafayette, Colo, LeRoy 
Follett, Post 2371, Walden, Colo,; Daryl C. Reeder, Post 
3449, WaKeeney, Kans,; Bill Breen, Post 1002, Fallon, 
Nev, Charles Godke, Post 753, Minot, N.D; Warren 
McCoy, Post 4750, Hermiston, Ore; Ed Edmiston, Post 
10018, Tacoma, Wash, Andrew Martin, Post 10018, 
Tacoma, Wash.; Paul D, Taylor, Post 5447, Holly Oak, 
Del, Jack Johnson, Post 2124, Allentown, Penn; Paul 
McGann, Post 2383, Philadelphia, Penn,; Chase M. Libby, 
Post 6859, Portland, Me; Americo J. Tancredi, Post 
9929, W. Hartford, Conn,; Robert Geisler, Post 1034, 
Brattleboro, Vt; Edward A. Kwik, Post 6902, Highlands, 
N.J.; Harry A. Laderbush, Post 168, Portsmouth, N.H,; 
Dean B. Hinkle, Post 8832, Roundhead, Ohio; Leroy 
Wilson, Post 2543, Plattsmouth, Neb.; Paul K. Crosby, 
Post 3424, Columbus, Ohio; Raymond P. Bayless, Post 
9520, Brunswick, Ohio; Billy McMurtrey, Post 7137, 
Arco, Idaho; Arthur Triplett, Sr., Post 2539, Gulfport, 
Miss,; Howard H, Howells, Post 6935, Harrodsburg, Ky.; 
Martin R. Honaker, Post 1098, McAlester, Okla; Vincent 
P, Reed, Jr., Post 6712, Revere, Mass,; Samuel C. Pilato, 
Post 307, Rochester, N.Y.; Albert L. Lien, Post 9168, 
Lewisville, Texas. 

NATIONAL CIVIL SERVICE AND EMPLOYMENT COM- 
MITTEE: Members: John M. Carney, Post 4643, Satellite 
Beach, Fla, Clifford Williford, Post 3160, Norfolk, Va; 
Manuel 0. Rivas, Post 8782, El Paso, Texas; Nockie C. 
Sims, Post 3373, Pascagoula, Miss; Wendal Gills, Post 
7516, Arkadelphia, Ark,; Earl E. Muse, Post 8517, Prince- 
ton, W.Va.; Robert A. Miskelly, Post 1142, N. Wilkesboro, 
N.C,; Rance Taylor, Post 4830, Moultrie, Ga; Walter C. 
Luksta, Post 9115, Cicero, Ill; Felix M. Knauer, Post 
1550, Greencastle, Ind.; Kenneth L. Johnston, Post 788, 
Cedar Rapids, lowa; Harold Genrich, Post 1222, Fair- 
mont, Minn; Paul Reuter, Jr., Post 2948, International 
Falls, Minn,; Frank A. Runions, Post 7900, Kansas City, 
Mo,; Vernon Fleshman, Post 3755, Ogallala, Neb.; James 
E, Burt, Post'5136, Lexington, Neb,; William Young, Post 
2926, Cleveland, Ohio; Richard Moore, Post 9785, Eagle 
River, Alaska; Oren Robinson, Post 85, Broderick, Calif; 
Henry S. Kuniyuki, Post 4951, Honolulu, Hawaii; Michael 
L, Sullivan, Post 8180, Seoul, Korea; Dale Madsen, Post 
1695, Brigham, Utah; Ray Smith, Post 379, Yakima, 


1st quality T-shirts, S.M.L.XL - 
ea.catalog $2.00. FREE w/order 
$14.95, add $1.00 for XXL. Cash/ck/m.o. to SHIRTWORKS. 
610 E. Columbia, Springfield, OH 45503 1-513-322-7507 


Here 
LETRAS 


er 
sees 
EW VETERANS OF POLEION 


- 

VETS ARE PROUD 
Wh/Lt. Blue -$9.95 
2 button sport shirts 


Wash; Iver Johnson, Post 7825, Naselle, Wash.; George A. 
Lange, Jr., Post 2400, Washington, D.C, Walter Y. Carter, 
Post 9083, Baltimore, Md.; Charles J. Schnobrich, Post 
3068, Buffalo, N.Y.; Anthony J. Longo, Post 5205, Phila- 
delphia, Penn.; George, Kosanovich, Post 1989, Indiana, 
Penn,; John B. Coates, Jr., M.D., Post 7418, Gap, Penn.; 
Frank J. Tucker, Post 10339, Boston, Mass.; Richard Pat 
Foley, Post 3676, Sit. St. Marie, Mich; Leslie J. Eskildsen, 
Post 4067, Malta, Mont; Dick W. Blackwood, Post 9477, 
Lovington, N.M, Jack Ivy, Post 2702, Huntsville, Ala; Roy 
Womble, Post 5019, Shelbyville, Tenn.; Victor D. Pollock, 
Post 9265, Oklahoma City, Okla; Hershel B. Mix, Post 


GOs continued on page 38 


2¢ PIECE 3¢ PIECE 
$8.50 $8.50 


BOTH - $17.00 


Get these rare, old coins for your collection. 
Brochures included. 


Mastercard and Visa accepted. 


Add $1.00 postage. IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT. 
Money-back guarantee. 
VILLAGE COIN SHOP, INC. DEPT. V 
PLAISTOW, NH 03865 


Imagine 
having a Professional Bowling Center 
right in your own backyard! If that sounds good to 
you, be sure to visit Marion Landing, Florida's 
newest, most exciting manufactured housing 
community, located in Ocala. Especially if you enjoy 
majestic rolling hills, sparkling lakes, refreshing air 
and endless sunshine. The Professional Bowling 
Center is just one of the many exciting activities 

to be found at the Million Dollar Recreation 

Fitness Center. 


Marion Landing combines quiet elegance with 
amazing convenience. It's only minutes away from 
excellent hospitals, churches, restaurants, major 
shopping malls and world-famous 
Silver Springs. Plus Walt Disney 
World, EPCOT Center, Busch 
Gardens and the Gulf 
Beaches are just a short 


MARION LANDING 


Adult Manufactured Housing Community 


Set amidst Ocala’s coveted horse farm country, 


Planer Molder 
feed, T Coxe) LS 
in 


Feed 


Now you can use this ONE power-feed shop to turn 


rough lumber into moldings, trim, flooring, furniture 


—ALL popular patterns. RIP-PLANE-MOLD ... . 


sepa- 


rately or all at once with a single motor. Low Cost 
. . . You can own this power tool for only $50 down. 


SEND FOR 


30-Day FREE Trial! exciting Facts 


NO OBLIGATION-NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 


FOLEY-BELSAW CO. 
90759 FIELD BLDG. 
ISAS CITY, 64 


RUSH COurON 
pone » 4 8 CIN 


Foley-Belsaw Co. 
90759 Field Bldg. 
Kansas City, Mo. 64111 


PLANER—MOLDER-— SAW and 
details about 30-day trial offer. 


‘Name 
1 Nam =f=r — 


o YES Please send me complete facts about 


"address 


* Professionally supervised 
health and fitness center 

+ Secured entrance 

+ You own your lot 

+ Shuffleboard 

+ Croquet 

+ Large clubhouse 

+ Wo years free bowling 

+ 60 x 50 heated T-shaped swimming pool 

+ Fresh Water Fishing and 
Golf nearby 

+ Jacuzzi 

+ Prices start at $29,900 
plus lot 

+ Horseshoes 

+ Tennis 


AUSSIE Seeker F 


| 
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BEST BY MAIL 


Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, FL 33578 
LEARN Hydraulic Jack Repair. y 
Parts Supply, Box 4157, Brownsville, TX. 78523-4157 
OVERSEAS U.S. Jobs Available. Unlimited Oppor- 
tunities. Write for application. Employers, Box 3239(X), 
Gulf Shores, AL 36542 or call 205-968-2500 
SPECTACULAR Contests! Free entry! Fabulous prizes! 
Everyone wins! Send $2.00 today! SGEU, Mill Valley, CA 
94942-5033 


THREE MODELS OF 


WWWALK-A-CYCLES 
NOW AVAILABLE 
“These walkers handle rough terrain, provide 


excellent stability and eliminate the lift and 
place motion of conventional walkers.” £ 


fe 
¢ The Deluxe WALK-A-CYCLE™ © 

The Cadillac of walkers ha 
¢ The ECON-O-CYCLE™ 


The new economy model 


*CHILDREN'’S MODEL 
AVAILABLE 


* The COMB-O-CYCLE™ 
The combination indoor outdoor walker, pro- 
vides stability and excellent maneuverability 


CALL OR WRITE FOR INFORMATION 


AMERICANWALKER 


608-835-9255 
797 MARKET ST., DEPT. 1C OREGON, WI 53575 


40 BRAND NEW 


TOWELS 512! 


UNWOVEN COTTON OR RAYON — Assorted beautiful Pastel Colors. 
BRAND NEW — NOT Seconds — 40 Towels for $1.75 or 80 for only 
$3.35. 120 just $4.95. Super Quality. Pls. include 50¢ extra for pstg. 
and hding. with EACH set of 40 Towels you buy. We know Towels — 
we've sold 70,000,000 already. Fund Raisers write for quantity 
prices. Money-Back Guarantee. No C.0.0."s. Pls. allow up to 6 wks. 
for delivery. 

40 TOWEL CO. Dept. D-207 
1602 Locust St. St. Louis, Mo. 63103 


FLATTENER 
CRUSHES ALL 
BEVERAGE 
CANS 


(2/37.00) PLUS $4 
HANDLING PER UNIT 


MAIL CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
SMASH ENTERPRISES, P.O. BOX 911 
DEPT. V-125, ISSAQUAH, WA. 98027 
Great Christmas Gift Idea! 


Enjoy the good life... 
_ you earned it! 


Beautifully located in Ocala amidst the 
rolling hills and magnificent thoroughbred 
horse farms ... we have what you've been 
looking for. Lavishly landscaped mainte- 
nance free manufactured homes with con- 
crete drives and carports, spacious treed 
lots, screened porches, clubhouse with 
swimming pool, jacuzzi, golfer's putting 
green and more, 
Come see our active Florida lifestyle ... new 
friends, beaches, fishing, attractions, golf, 
swimming, bingo, shopping centers, 


churches ESIGN YOUR OWN HOME 
we have it ALL YOU'VE EVER DREAMED OF 
ee IN RETIREMENT LIVING! 


earned it! 


ie Paddock —_ 39.900 


Do WHS land Included 


4% miles west of 


San Mall to: 8450 S.W. 69th CI. Rd. 


SR 200 - Ocala Florida Ocala, Roride 32676 


CALL COLLECT (904) 237-2158 
SEND FOR FREE INFORMATION PACKAGE 


ASK ABOUT OUR 2 DAY MIN 
VACATION PACKAGES 


5409, Bardwell, Ky.; Paul A. Spera, Post 144, Boston, 
Mass.; William G. Lessard, Post 9955, Pittsfield, Me; 
Frank E. Casey, Jr., Post 816, Littleton, NH; Rev. 
Frederick W. Christiansen, Post 7857, Milford, N.J.; 
William F, Ward, Post 5199, Oceanside, N.Y; Angus R. 
MacLeod, Post 6782, E. Detroit, Mich.; Dr. John Wasylik, 
Post 2529, Sandusky, Ohio; Rudolph F. Otero, Post 5610, 
Espanola, N.M.; Roland L. Thomas, Post 1881, Cheyenne, 
Wyo, Lynn Illgen, Post 1736, Alexandria, La; Charles A. 
Duffett, Jr., Post 62, Jersey City, N.J.; Otha M, Kerr, Jr., 
Post 5266, Morristown, Tenn 

NATIONAL COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES COMMITTE 
Members: Curtis A. Smith, Post 1033, Covington, Va; Joe 
Panell, Post 8600, Gadsden, Ala.; George B. Simons, Post 
5064, McMinnville, Tenn.; William P, Bennett, Post 7573, 
New Baltimore, Mich.; Raymond Thill, Post 6587, 
Lake Park, Minn.; Gordon D. Bailey, Post 6587, 
Lake Park, Minn,; Frank Kimball, Post 9056, Minneapolis, 
Minn,; Earl Stiner, Jr., Post 3421, Omaha, Neb,; Hudson 
E. Isaac, Post 9473, Reynoldsburg, Ohio; William R. 
Nelson, Post 8437, Enon, Ohio; Al Hall, Post 628, Sioux 
D,; George K. Mead, Post 9400, Sunnys! 

Earl Gunnels, Jr., Post Hollister, Calif; Charles 
Marshall, Post 3111, Great Bend, Kans,; John Oldroyd, 
Post 2162, Springville, Utah; John G, Simmons, Post 751 
Randallstown, Md.; Nicholas Rumbos, Post 1817, Bur 
lington, NJ Lavern F. Fenton, Post 6239, Alexander, 
N.Y; Leonard Friedlander, Post 1019, Albany, N.Y.; 
Walter Debes, Post 20, Philadelphia, Penn,; Francis J. 
Palumbo, Post 47, Uniontown, Penn, Merton ©. Rath. 
burn, Post 10034, Waterbury, Vt; James Longendyke, 
Post 1386, Kingston, N.Y, Paul B. Brown 
Mason City, lowa; Paul Fleurdelys, Post 426 
Mo,; James C. Kanaley, Post 8334, Millard, Neb,; Raymond 
M. Ortmann, Post 6498, Milwaukee, Wis; Rocco Gioso, 
Post 6616, Denver, Colo.; Harold E, Utecht, Post 2764 
Valley City, N.D.; Robert E, Lounsbury, Post 379, Yakima, 
Wash,; Charles R. Horne, Post 1857, Oklahoma City, 
Okla; Don S, Maupin, Post 437, Moundsville, W.Va. 


Got a Minit? 
Make 
a Button! 


with 


{t only takes a “‘minit” to enter 
the fast and easy, fun and prot: 
itable world of button-making 
with Badge-A-Minit. These 
214" plastic coated buttons 
are fun to wear, fun to make 
and easy to sell at flea mar 
kets, fairs, conventions 
sporting events, or any- 
where people congregate 
Supply buttons for 
community events 
school clubs or churches 
Button parts cost only pennies each, 
finished buttons sell for much more 
Only $24.95 gets you started with everything you need to 
make buttons. 
Send today for our FREE colorful 48 page 
catalog PLUS a FREE 24 page book full of 


button-making ideas from Badge-A-Minit 


GUARANTEED 


Badge-A-Minit Ltd. Dept. V1285 
348 North 30th Rd., Box 800, LaSalle, IL 61307 
(815) 224-2090 


‘SEND ME FREE the catalog and idea book! 
YES, SEND ME the Badge-A-Minit starter kit for only $24 95 
plus $1.75 shipping (IL. residents add $1.50 tax) 


Visa [) MasterCard ‘American Express 


Credit Card No. 


Exp Date Signature 


Name 


Address. 


City 
State 
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2130, Lake Charles, La; Charles. Pearson, 
Post 1533, San Antonio, Texas; Randall Aull, Post 
Owensboro, Ky, George R. Haley, Post 8801, Clayton, 
Dela; Thomas J. Lynch, Post 7508, Old Bridge, NJ; 
Edward J, Loughran, Post 2296, Providence, R.1; Joseph 
J.Ferencie, Post 1863, Solon, Ohio; George B. Sparkman, 
Post 9181, Stephenville, Texas; Casimir Lukoski, Post 
6506, Rosedale, Md.; Michael Smith, Post 2999, Indiana. 
polis, Ind; Hollis Smith, Post 4488, Grenada, Miss; 
Leopolt R, Malyszko, Post 1046, Brockton, Mass. 


General Orders No. 3, 1985-86 Series, con- 
tinued in January issue. 


Renard, P« 


AE EY 
ee ee) 


Readers are urged to help these veterans seeking 
claim substantiation statements. Submit claims 
ance requests to VFW Magazine, Claims, 406 
3t., Kansas City MO 64111. 


rome AIR FORCE 
(Including Army air units prior to 1947) 

79th Airdrome Sqdn. (Moriatai, South Pacific) —Seek- 
ing anyone who remembers fueling or taxiing B24 
bomber during bomb raid.—A.C. (Pete) Lathrop, 
POB 139, Phoenix OR 77535. 

486th Bomb. Grp. (Sudbury, England, 1943-45)—Seeking 
fellow soldiers who were allergic to service environ- 
ment such as toxic paints, gasoline, oils, chemicals, 
clothing, food,and esp. sulfa medication.—Matthew 
Vacante, 4416 Comanche Way, Pleasanton CA 94566. 


MAKE THIS 
CHRISTMAS THE 
FIRST DAY OF A 

BETTER LIFE 


EASY-LIFT. 


Cushion Lifting Chair 


If it's difficult for you or a loved 
one to stand up or sit down, 
EASY-LIFT® puts gentle assist- 
ance and comfort at your finger- 
tips. At the touch of a switch, the 
unique cushion lifting mecha- 
nism gently lifts and lowers you. 

Send for free fact kit today or 
call us toll free at 1-800-821-2041 

In Missouri call collect 
(816) 763-3100. 
ee 
AMERICAN STAIR-GLIDE CORP. 
Dept. VF-1285, 4001 E. 138th St. 
Box B, Grandview, MO 64030 


YES, send FREE Fact Kit. | understand 
there is no obligation 


Phone # 
Name —— 
Address 
City 


State _____ Zip 


Viet-Nam Veterans 


Beautiful Medallion with 24”chain. 
Designed and Sold by 100%, 
disabled Viet-Nam Veterans 

A Special Christmas Gift 


T-Shirts Available $8.50 + P&H 


Viet-Nam Veteran 


‘‘MAGNIFICENT’’ 


IN-THE-EAR AID 


Custom-built for your hearing loss and the 
shape of your ear. Fits comfortably, incon- 
spicuously and securely within your ear. No 
tubes, cords or wires. Just right for you if you 
hear but don’t understand some words. Call 
or write for FREE Literature. 


30 DAY TRIAL IN YOUR HOME 
CALL TOLL FREE 1/800/323-1212 


Also, fine quality Body Aids, $99.50 up. Behind- 
the-Ear Aids. No salesman will visit. 


LLOY Dept. VZ, 128 Kishwaukee St., 


3 Rockford, IL 61104 


18 KT 


IT'S OFFICIAL! Now, you can get an ARMY, NAVY, 
MARINE or AIR FORCE RING, no matter how long 
it has been since you served! Here's the ring you 
always wanted so rugged so manly and so 
finely detailed. Each one has deeply sculpted 
official insignia and symbols for that particular 
branch of service. Electroplated in GENUINE 18 KT 
OLD... not ordinary plating but certified HEAVY 
GOLD Electroplate that will last and last! Big 
CARAT Multi-faceted, Ruby-Red Stone. It’s the 
ring you can really wear with pride because you 
served your country well. Available in sizes 7-13. 


INo. 5623—Armed Services Ring ..................$12.95 
Special: Two only $22: 35° 


ereent postage & handling). 
.D.) N.Y.S. Customers MUST add Sales Tax. 


kkk kkk YOUR VERY OWN kk ii kkk 


ARVIED SERFICES HiivuS 


LAYERED IN GENUINE 


SET WITH A RUBY-RED 3 CARAT FACETED STONE 


RUSH the items ordered on 30 DAY TRIAL—complete satisfaction GUARANTEED or my money back promptly 
My payment is enclosed including | 75 for postage & 


FOSTER TRENT INC., 2345 POST ROAD, DEPT. 567MF, LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538 


So easy to handle 
you guide it with 
Just ONE HAND! 


No Footprints No Wheelmarks! No Struggle! 
Tiller users, for heaven's sake, please don’t buy 
nor put up any longer with any other make of 
Tiller without giving yourself a chance to find out 
about our wonderfully different and better kind of 
Tillers — with POWER DRIVEN WHEELS and with 
tines in the REAR instead of the FRONT! Please 
let us send you complete details, prices, “OFF- 
SEASON” SAVINGS, etc. Mail coupon below now 
to TROY-BILT® Roto Tillers, 102nd St. & 9th Ave., 
Troy, N.Y. 12180. SO raakian wa 
TROY-BILT* Roto Tiller-Power Composters, Dept. A-2556 | 
102nd St. & 9th Ave., Troy, NY 12180 


J Prease send the whole wondertul st 
Tillers including prices and “OFF-SEA’ 
effect for a limited time. 


of TROY-BILT® Roto ! 
ON” SAVINGS now in I 


| (Please Print Clearly) | 
I Name ies ennai ! 
Address. ae | 
Jo ==, I 
| State. -_ << iol | 


a | 


MARINE 
AIR FORCE 


GOLD 


SENT TO YOU FOR 60 DAY HOME TRIAL — 
2 MONTHS TO DECIDE! 


Now, there's really nothing to lose. Request 1 ring| 


our risk. 
you'll get a full refund (less postage & handling), 
You must send check, cash or money order to 
qualify. 


WHEN ORDERING: SEND SIZE OR A SLIP OF 
PAPER CUT TO YOUR SIZE—BE SURE TO SPECIFY 
ARMY, NAVY, MARINE OR AIR FORCE 


handling. (Sorry! No 


Powerful electronic detector 
finds buried gold, silver coins, 


etc. Write or call for free 
catalog. 


gag night (713) 682-2728 


RELCO, vept. 0 92 


Li 

$39.95 0&2 Toy 
The Dee-Jay jumpsuit is a 
beautifully styled garment 
designed to be worn for lei- 
) sure activities. 


Manutacturer of Mens Appare! 


i ‘ "100% Polyester Doubleknit* 

j *Colors - Navy - Brown - Camel 
4 "Size Range 38-40-42-44-46 Reg.” 
] *Short Sleeve Only* 


*30 Day Money Back Guarantee* 
“Machine wash and dry.° 


fl D.J. KALLAIL MFG. - 103 N. Martinson 
Wichita, Kansas 67203 -316/267-6680 


JUMPSUIT 


HERNIA 


BRIEFS (Seg) 9 Medicare Pays 80% 


BRAND NEW - No truss, belts or hard pads. Wash 
and wear. 88% cotton. Wear 24 hrs. Looks like 
regular underbrief. Operation not necessary. Write 
or call for free picture brochure in plain wrapper. 
Call Toll Free: 1-800-325-0007 
H.P.H. CORP. (Orthopedic-Medical Mfg.) 
Dept. 2J, 14120 SW 142 Ave, Miami 33186 


[MEDALS & BADGES ~~ 
HISTORIC REPRODUCTIONS 


METAL. CLOISONNE 
CASTING. ORIGINAL 


SIL 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE, FREE CATALOG. 
COLLECTOR'S ARMOURY, INC. 


PLipeanoin va 2213 LUE CLOISONNE ENAMEL 
2 


The knife for hunting 
fishing and all around 
use. Mirror polished, 
sharp stainless 


Opens with 


and automaticaly locks 
into poston, Press button n handle to close. Safty 
{gerard Sue arp backhand IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 
‘YEARS WE WILL REPLACE AT NO CHARGE! Use 30 da 
bac no pleased. Add 98¢ postage & handing but OROER ANY 4 
KNIVES & WE SHIPFREE.ORDER TODAY MiowestKnfe Go, Dept C1520 
9043 S. Western Ave., Chicago, ll 60620. Mail orders only. OUR 49th YEAR. 


30 DAY MONEY BACK OFFER 


DIABETICS! 


READ HOW YOU MAY GET 
OFF INSULIN FOR GOOD! 


| was a diabetic for years 
Let me show you how 
|, with my doctor's 
approval, control 

my adult diabetes 
without insulin. 


LOVED ONES OF DIABETIC 
A PERFECT GIFT! 

$9.95 guaranteed (plus $1 postage & handling) 
McRee Publishing Co 

15533-A Cruiser 

Corpus Christi, TX 78418 

{ }Check [Money Order | } Visa { | MasterCard 
ACCOUNT NO. 

EXPIRATION DATE 

NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE AIP SS a > 5 


steel blade 
Rugged. 


Perereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeey 


HATE ae ee 
us CLL AUIlhU MS 


Gs ARMY 

7111th Mtr. Pool (Germany, July 1949-53)—Seeking 
anyone who remembers Gerald (Jerry) P. Hoover, 
assigned to the motor pool.—Charles Nagle, 112 
ech Ave., Patton PA 16668. 


Be 
Sth Inf. Div., 75th Sup. Bn. (Quang Tri, Vietnam, 1969- 


70)—Need to contact Clarence Posten ( 
Russell Kinoto, 35 Goshen Rd., Waterford CT 06385. 
Ist Cav. Div., 6th Cav. Rgt., Co. C (Korea, 1950-51)— 
Seeking Sgt. Fish, 4th Plt., 2nd Sq., 57 Sect.—T.F. 
Karns, 411 Wilkinson Dr., Williamsburg VA 23185. 
747th FA, 2nd FA, 630th FA (Germany, 1945)—Seecking 
anyone having knowledge of my hospitalization 
with this unit.—Thomas Dillon, 37 Magnolia St., 
Bergenfield NJ 07621. 
Ist Inf. Div. Mech., 2nd Inf., HHC 2nd Bn., Recon. 38 
Section (Vietnam, June 1969)—Seeking anyone that 
remembers land mine explosion, esp. Richard F. 
Smith (medic).—Marshall A. Prange III, 711 S. 
Lincoln Ave., Three Rivers MI 49093, 
Engr. Shore Bn., Co. E (Camp McGill, 
—Seeking anyone who knew me, for 
».—Delbert Adams, 106 State St., Marietta 
OH 45750. 


GE NAVY 

Jl stewart Cargo Ship (WWII)—Need to hear from 
former members of ship who served with me during 
summer and fall of 1944 off the coast of Scotland 
who remember me falling and injuring my back 
while on deck of ship.—J.P. Davis, Tre. 2, Opp AL 


M@mmReEUNI!ION S 


Reunion announcements are published as a cost 
free service to VFW members in good standing. To 
ensure timely inclusion of your announcement, all 
ning to the event must arrive in 
VFW Magazine offices six month prior to the reunion. 
Reunion announcement forms must be used and 
can be obtained by writing VFW Magazine, Reunions, 
36th and Broadway, Kansas City MO 64111. Pub- 
lication is limited to one time per calendar year. 


Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Print 


Stunning 16” x 20”, color. 
glossy, print. Royalties go 
to Vietnam Veterans Mem- 
orial Fund. Fact sheet and 
autographed poem “Cold. 
Stone Man,” as pub. in 
The Washington Post & 
The Wounded Generation 
incl. $12 ea 


Memorial Print © Dept.V 
P.O. Box 3412 
Frederick, MD 21701 


25 to 100 years old! 

Unsorted bank sacks 

stored for many years. 

Offered ‘grab bag’ style. 
Sample Bag (25) - 

1 Ib* (approx. 130) - $22 

5 Ibs* (approx. 650) - $99 


LIBERTY & BUFFALO NICKELS 
Bythe POUND! Zeme 


45 to 100 years old! 
Unsorted accumulation held 
for many years. Ideal group 
that increases in value yearly! \ 
Sample mixed bag (25) - $10 
1 Ib* (approx. 90 pcs) - $35 
*Add $2.00 Ib. for pstg. ins. & handling. 
All Major Credit Cards Accepted. 
HOBBIES UNLIMITED Dept WW-12 
14755 Ventura Blvd., Box 1-680 
Sherman Oaks, California 91403 
30 Day Money Back Guarantee 


Evmmecer deta Soph Te es | 
Mm@ReEUNION S 


GREE AIR FORCE 


{Including Army air units prior to 1947) 


ODecember 
891st Air Engr. Sqdn. (WWI 
Hilltop Rd., Brandon, FL 


am Dapolito, 112 S. 


GE ALL BRANCHES 


OJanuar 

USS LST 525 & USS LST 512—Bob Perry, 
Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove CA 92641 
North Dakota Iwo Jima Veterans Assn.—Leo Gray, 
Rte. 1 Box 110-A, Hankinson ND 58041. 


9172 


Gs ARMY 


ODecember 
29th Div. Assn., Inc.—Lakewood FL—George Smith, 
8053 Leon St., Philadelphia PA 19136. 


OFebruary 
8th Inf. Div. Band (WWI)—Warren Fredrick, 3514 
Saddleback Ln., Lutz FL 33549. 


Gl NAVY 


OJanuary 
USS LCI (M) 755 (1944-46)—Peter Pestoni, 204 W. 
Curtis St., Salinas CA 93906. 


OMarch 

Tin Can Sailors, Inc. (Destroyers)—Parsippany NJ— 
Den Williams, 12 John St., Rockaway NJ 07866. 
USS Conway DD-507, DD-507—Myrtle Beach SC— 
Carl Shand, Rte. #3 Ware Rd., Fulton NY 13069, 


Riper ek Pecks Ro IT 2 
es 6S EE KING 


Seeking former comrades is published on a first- 
come, first-served ba: Submission forms are 
available from VFW Magazine, Seeking, 406 W. 34th 
St., Kansas City MO 64111. 


USS Mansfield DD-728 (WWII, Korean & Vietnam Wars)— 
Reunion? —Samuel Knable, 819 Bergen St., Philadel- 
phia PA 19111 

USS Hank DD-702 (WWII)—Reunion?—William A 
dams, 154 Maryland Ave., Williamstown NJ 08094. 
Port Director Unit/Lion Vill (Okinawa, 1945)—Re- 
union?—Warren Garner, 3910 Twilight Ave., Enid 
OK 73703. 

USS PCS-1389 (WWII)—Reunion?—Leonard Tam- 
pone, 99 E, 7th St., Deer Park NY 11729. 

US Navy Trg. Station, Co. 274 (Sampson NY, April, 
1944)—Reunion?—William Russell, 3916 Idumea 
Rd., Corryton IN 37721 

USS Mansfield DD-728 (1944-1974)—Reunion?—Ted 
Dworkowski, 1113 Tall Pines Dr., Westminster MD 
211 
US Naval Air Station Softball Team (Kodiak AK, 1942)— 
Reunion?—H. Boyce Hale, Sterling City Rte. Box 
157-F, Big Spring TX 79720. 

USS Coontz DLG-9 (San Diego, 1962-66) —Reunion?— 
Michael Burns, POB 1114, Danbury CT 06810. 
105th NCB WWII Veterans Assn. (New Guinea & Philip- 
pines)—Reunion?—Frederick Goslin, POB 308, Na- 
panoch NY 12458. 

USN Amphib. Trng. Base (San Diego, Dec. 1945)— 
Seeking former USN CPO Woodman.—Shelvie Hall, 
12849 Montford St., Pacoima CA 91331 

ist Marine Div. (Vietnam, 1968-69)—Seeking Dave 
Rose & others.—John Frates, 1212 Madison Ave. 
Altoona PA 16602. 

USS Gen. Hugh L. Scott AP-136—Reunion?—B.G, 
Vetterli, POB 4540, Palm Desert CA 92261-4540. 
USS LST 706—Reunion?—James Dalhover, 1133 
Edwards Rd., Elsmere KY 41018 

USS Finch AM9—Reunion?—Al! Mitro, 1251 Wood- 
side Dr., Hanahan SC 29406. 

USS Consolation AH-15—Reunion?—Thomas Deas, 
421 Wister Rd, Wynnewood PA 19096. 

USS Chester (1936-37)—Seeking anyone who knew 
Wesley L. (Ozzie) Osborne. Esp. interested in the 
China Cruise.—Ed Milligan, 4827 Franconia Rd., 
Alexandria VA 22310. 

325th Glider Inf. Rgt. Assn. (WWII)— Wayne Pierce, 415 
N. Hannah Ave., Mt. Morris IL 61054. 
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Back then, it seemed like you could 
sit and talk for hours about nothing, 
and everything. Dagwood and Mr. 
Dithers made your troubles a little 
easier to bear. . .talking about your 
dreams made them seem possible. 


But now it may often seem that even 
a pleasant chat can be frustrating; 
it’s difficult to hear and under- 
stand others, particularly in groups or 
noisy environments. Family gather- 
ings are just not as enjoyable as they 
used to be. 


© 1985, Dahlberg, Inc. Miracle-Ear is a registered trademark of Dahlberg, 


Hearing help for nerve 
deafness. 


lf you hear, but don’t always 
understand the words. . . Miracle-Ear 
may be your answer. The popular 
Miracle-Ear canal aid is a comfortable 
“custom-fit” hearing instrument 
designed to help symptoms of nerve 


This is all 
you wear! 
| 


Inc. The Miracle-Ear symbol is a trademark of Dahiberg, Inc. 


S, you spent 
Dogpatch. 


deafness like hearing only parts of 
words...straining to hear...or 
asking others to repeat. Miracle-Ear 
canal aid has no cords, tubes, or 
wires; it's so small, almost 
unnoticeable. 


Of course, not everyone can be 
helped with a hearing aid, but many 
have. You owe it to yourself and your 
family to find out if Miracle-Ear is right 
for you. 


To learn more about Miracle-Ear, 
complete the postage-paid card 
today, or call now, toll-free 
1-800-245-HEAR. 


Miracle-Ear. . .we’re helping people 
listen to life. . .again. 


VFW-216 


